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PREFACE. 

■  .  !  .  ■ 

H  E  observations  contained  in  the  following  Essay, 
ure  the  result  of  experience  arid  reflecti(Mi, — My  information 
i^  derived  from  a  long  and  laborious  attention  to  dispensary, 
hospital,  and  to  private  practice, — In  so  ^mple  a  field  for 
acquiring  medjcal  linpvvledge,  I  have  had  repeated  oppor- 
tunities of  \vitnfssii}g  disease  in  a  great  variety  of  shapes^ 
and  of  watching  the  ^ffects  of  our  approved  remedies. — 
Affections  of  the  Liver  have  engaged  much  of  my  at- 
tention ;  fron)  cases  of  this  description  I  have  selected 
such  as  seemed  necessary  to  illustrate  the  subject,  and  to 
confirrn  the  opinions  advanced. — These  cases  are  giveii 
with  all  possible  brevity  ;  their  characteristic  features  and 
the  obvious  effects  of  the  medicines  are  alone  kept  in  view, 
accompanied  by  remarks  on  the  constitution  of  the  patient 
and  family  as  often  as  any  information  on  this  head 
could  be  satisfactorily  ac(juired.  Mercury  is,  ilowra-days, 
th,e  q.1  most  sole  remedy  exhibite4  in  the  ciire  of  all  Liver 
and  Bilious  Cqmplajnts;  to  this  remedy,  in  the  present 

investigation,  a  fair  and  fu)l  trjal  has  been  given,  the 
t  ■  ■  .  i;  :  •  —        °  — 

Result  of  which  iji  .particularly  •peicifie4  in  the  following 

pages. 
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as  fluctutitirig  and  nnccrtdirl  as  tlife  flefeting  modes  and 
vaporish  whims  of  the  day.  But  other  ages  as  well  as  thisj 
have  had  theit-  prepossession^  in  favdUr  of  particular 
maladies  and  Remedies,  and  their  prejudices  against  others* 
and  on  no  better  foundation  than  that  of  fashion  or 
caprice. — At  the  present  day  it  is  the  custom  to  ^leak 
familiarly  of  riervous  and  bilious  diseases,  and  to  compre- 
hend under  one  of  these  titles  eVety  deviation  from 
health,  and  in  the  treatment  of  the  latter  mefciiry  has 
become  the  reigning  favourite— the  indefinite  yse  of  s.ucli 
cpithetSi  leads  to  as  indefinite  a  pt-actice,  and  the  pre- 
valent administiation  of  mercury  to  evils  the  most  serious 
and  alarming. 

^^^  yhe  different  organs  of  the  body  are  appropriated 
jlhe  performance  of  different  functions  ;  tjiese  organ^jarje 
numerous,  their  functions  manjfold,  and  pj3  their  mutual 
and  combined  operajtipns  depend  the  harmony  and  well- 
being  of  the  whole  i  the  so  mid  condition  of  some  js 
more  immediately  peoessai^'  to  our  existence  than  that  of 
others,  the  derangement  of  any  brings  on  diseitsej  and 
the  due  equilibrium  of  all  constitutes  healtli. 

The  Liver,  of  the  diiiorders  of  whii:h  I  am  about  to  treat, 
is  a  secretory  organ  df  the  first  magniludey  covered  «ith 
!uembraniPs  '  'iLiid''  'composed  of  arteries.  Vein*;,  •  nen'cs, 
lymphatics,  glands  and' excretory  dwcts,  joined  ^mgether 
by  cellular  tcxtitre  j^it  is  situated  immi'd^atiely  '«<idf^r,  and 

in 
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is  closely  connected  \Vith  the  diaphi-agm>  filling  up  the 
whole  of  the   right  hypochondriac)  and  part  of  the 
epigastric  region ;  it  i$  divided  into  three  lobes,  t,he  right, 
left  and  central,  or.*  ivery  Jarge  one.,  a  much  smaller  and 
a  still  less;  it  is  intimately  United  with  the  stomach  and  in- 
testines, by  means  of  blood-vdssels,  absorbents,  nerves, 
ducts  and  membraneS)  and  is  destined  for  the  secretiouof 
bile,  a  fluid  necessary  to  chylification,  and  to  the  expulsion 
of  the  faeces :— the  gall  bladder  is  attached  to  the  concavity 
of  the  great  lobe,  is  joined  to  the  duodenum  by  the  cystic 
and  Qommon  ducts,  and  is  appropriated  to  receive  a  part 
of  the  bile,  land  to  fit  it  for  hi  due  pvfrposes. — One 
striking  peculiarity  belongs  to  7tHe'  Liver,  the  bite  '  is 
secreted  from  venous  blood  by  the  ton voluled  extremities 
oF  veins,  whereas  in  all  othe^  secretoiy  oi-gans,  the  Huid 
secreted  is  produced  from  arterial  blood,  and  by  the  con- 
voluted extremities  of  arteries.— 4t  is  a:lso  worthy  of  remark, 
that  the  blood  going  to  the  Liver  for  the  purpose  of  secre- 
tion,  is  collected  from  die  veins  oF  the  chylopoietic 
viscera; — this  general  view  of  the  anatomy  and  office  of  the 
Liver  is  sufficient  to  point  dut  the  connexion  which 
subsists  hetwixt    ibis  viscus,"  the   stomach    and  in- 
testines, and  it  shews         niucIi  these  three  organs  thay 
be  influenced  one  by  ih^  pther,  in.  tfep  pxercise  of  their 
rcsjoeetive  functions."  '  ' 

The  Liver  is  subject  to  many  varieties  and  degrees  of 
disease :  Authors  enumerate,  inflartimAlion,  acute  and 

chronic, 


iSl«*ott?*,  -- tibsceSfy,  .  j^^^  schiri'u?,'  ''*biUary  calculi, 

lurbei'elefe,-'  ^yUati dsi*  werftisi  an^'  •  fearthy  concretions^  ico 
thb.Bst  niay  be  a'ddieiJ,  caniet-,  scrofulo-sdiirrous  or  con- 
feump^il^^^'  Uevefff'  (a  common  complaint  of  diis  country) 
^thd  siiri^le  erllai^enient,  hardness  or  softhess.  Jaundicej 
ftir'  teasona  ^O  'be  'gir^'n  lierfeafter,  appears  to  me  to  b« 
here  misplacecl,'  aTiid'^vcitlrregard  to-chronic  hepatitis,  it  is 
ttd  gfenerally  ctfnsidei'ed  as  ,a'  disease  tlistiiict  from  the 
acute  Speciesi  'which  leads  to'a  contrary  and  mischievous 
t^factic'el^  -^'^ '  ^adj  to 

Jf  the   hematic  vessels  be  preternaturally  exqtecj,  if 

Uiey  lose  their  MWited  powers  pf.  action  or  ^assume  a 

morbid  one, ' if  , the  trallTbladder.  pf  ducts  be  inflamed, 

fOveir-distended  or  obstructed,  disease  in  some  shape 

presents  itself,  diversified  m  appearance,  but  still  more 
trit  vn  rmc  .lifKini  II;  !'.)!;.;  ft:    i  •  ■  -    -  i  i  'j  -  )X  •  •  .-i 
ija  ^j;s  .jG^onsec^uences.  .      this  kingdom  the  '  chronic  ^  af- 

foctions,  low  inflammation  andscrofulo-schirrusqr  conVump- 

4i5|^i,pf  ;tjT^  Liy^r,.,are  ra^^^^   prevalent,  thei.r  commence- 

n^ept'. is  insidious,  because  ^ot  n)arked  by  any  characteristic 

6yi))ptoms,  and  thei^  progress  towards  the. confirmed  stage 

though  slo\v,  is  sure,  and  when  this  is  once  formed,  they 

'^^jponie  iiveterate  and  dangerous.  .. 

felrt-onie  hepatitis  is,  perhaps,  entitled  to  our  fii^t  0911- 
sidcration,  from  the  frequency  of  its  occurrence,  (i^m 
j  it^.bcing  cflen  oyer-lookcd,  confounded  with,  or  mistaken 
;  forqoimplaintsof  thc^chcst,  stomach  or  intestines,  and  frpm 
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ks  calling  into  action  disorders  .which,  might  otewis^ 

have  lain  dormant.  In  the  descriptiori  of  this. disease 

writers  dwell  principaUy  on  the  -pain  in  the  tegiQAipf 

the  Liver,  increased  on  jiressure  and  occasionally  shootin|f 

toWartU  the   right,  shoulder,  accompanied  ;by /a  .plight 

•fever,  and  a  sense  of  weight  or  un,ea:?».^l€Ss  of  ithe  i^igl<t 

lh3^.ochbndre,  especially  \Vhen  the  patient  h^^  MipOn  thp 

left  side  ;  an_dit]^eso  symptoms,  itiisi£ri^«!^,  cliaracteri)>eLthp 

disease, 'but  . it  isrjiien  advUnced  br;  doh^ifaedy.'.wlieftvour 

eilbrts  to  ehficlr  .'its  progi-ess  too  .afteoi;  prowe  stiriavajlingi; 

tfiis  history,  therefore,  is  impeffjjd,  because  the  synaptoius 

of  the  ;first  stage  ai-e  :  unnoticed,  a  knowledge  of i  which 

-:is  necessary  to  obviate  the  occurrence, >of,  the  :  second, 

and  to  prevent  thie  rise  of  more  dangerous  affections,  i 

-.     • .      ./'A  b  .•<       ,  j      .•i''i.noi.  ;;>iJ  '.r^) 

In  most  instances,  the  natural  functrons  are  first  dis- 

tuiTjed,  a  dnmnution  or  depravation  or  appetite  ushers 

in  the  compiamt,  attended  by  flatulency  and  uneasmess 

oi  stomach  anci  bowcfs,  and  by  eriictations,  bitter,  sourish 

••iUOMUiio'.) .  .. ..1^  iffn.  i-.i "•->•      .  ."b;  •;  70  tiinn 
•or  otncnviBe  ottensive";  diarrhoea  sometimes  occurs,  con- 

.,  ••:  -ji-:  :.  ^.      -.i'  I'ons.b 

stipation  rrequently,  accompanied  by  tormmaor  tenesmus; 

'  a"*  sexfSatibn^  oT  idieat  and  weight  "rather'  than"  of  pain' of 

atdomen' cdmnVe'nces  withV     '  supeiVenes'-to^'  ike  ^^ove 

symptonrt;  this  sensation  is  referred  to  tne'Vight  or  left 

,  ..."  V,::..  t>  .1;  tl--  .jini 

Ijypochoiidre,  to  the  epipstric  or  hypogastric  regfon,  or, 

Id  the"  idihs  of  sternum;— a ^tcaz^^^  miidlitis 

V^xpectoVn'fibh  arc  mostty  pVe^^Wt/'dys^hi^a  fs  f^1r6 
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exercise  ;  symptoms  wijicli,  coupled  with  the  uneasiuos*  of 
sternum,  may  deceive  both  patient  and  practitioner,  by 
giving  rise  to  the  idea  that  the  lungs  are  the  seat  of  the 
primary  affection  j  the  focces  are  brownish,  greyish  or  slate- 
coloured,  and  vary  as  to  consistence,  from  the  dry 
hardened  scyballa,  to  a  fluid  thin  as  water — the  urine  is 
occasionally  limpid  {ind  abundant,  more  commonly  turbid 
and  deficient,  depoiiiing  a  mucous  or  jelly-Hlce  matter, 
reddish  or  yellowish ;  the  pulse  is  frec|uent,  and  the  skin 
hotter  than  natural  \  the  tongue  cream-coloured  and 
viscous;  acids  and  cold  drink;}  are  wished  for,  and 
are  found  refreshing;  slight  chills  are  diffused  over 
the  sui-face,  and  the  countenance  is  expressive  of  languor 
or  oppression;  the  complexion  is  pale  (x  sallow,  tiie 
face  opcasionally  flushed,  accorjipanied  by.  a  sense  of 
fulness  or  weight  of  head,  proceeding  at  times  to  acute 
he^drach,  and  often  followed  by  drowsiness  and  a|i 
unwillingness  to  make  the  grdinary  exertions  of  eillier 
mind  or  body ;— such  are  the  symptoms  which  conuponly 
denote  the  presence  of  the  first  stage  of  chronjc  hepatitis, 
which  is  of  varied  violence  and  duration;  at  length  it  is 
succeeded  by  fixed  and  frequently  shooting  pains  through- 
out the  region  of  the  Liyer,  .andby  the  other  signs  termed 
pathognomonic. — If  the  inflammation  thus  far  advanced, 
Ibe  4isregarded  or  overlooked,  if  our  remedies  be  ineffica- 
cjous,  uc\y  symptoms,  indicative  of  further  changes  in  tiic 
^0|jipfnv  of  the  Liver  and  of  the  whole  frame,  are  ex- 

jiibited — • 
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hibited — in  the  vigorous  and  athletic,  one  or  more  abscesses 
'  are  formed ;  in  others,  the  parenchymatous  substance  is 
loaded  with  effused  fluid,  and  enlargement  or  hardness",  or  ' 
schirruswith  the  growth  of  new  solid  matter,  supervenes; — •  ' 
in  the  strumous  habit  tubercles  are  generated,  and  scrofido-  \ 
schirrus  or  consumption  is  excited, — But  these  are  not  the 
onlyconsequences  which  proceed  from  chronic  hepatitis:— 
the  liver  is  obstructed,  the  secretion  of  bile  diminished, 
vieiiou'?  plethora  follows  in  the  remaining  chylopoietic 
viscera,  to  which  succeeds  arterial  plethora  of  the  whole 
system;  hence  arise  hemon'hagies,  both  venous  and  artei'ial 
from  the  bowels,  stomach,  liver,  lungs,  kidneys,  nose, 
gums,  or  ears — the  same  complaint   produces  likewise 
anasarcous  swelling,  or  effusion  into  the  cavities  of  the 
abdomen  or  thorax ;  and  in  those  predisposed  Xq  phthisis 
pulnaionajis,  ,the  pulmonoiy  congestion  induced,  brings 
on  CQUgh,  ^yspnsea,  l;iemoptysis  and  purulent  expectora* 
tion ;  and  thus,  consumption  of  the  Liver  is  frequently 
combined   with  a  similar  disease  of  the  Lungs.— -But 
should  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  bp  sound^^ 
some  weaker  part  may  suffer,  as  the  bead,  whence  hydro* 
cephalus  internus,  or  rupture,  or   over-distensioi)  of 
blood-vessels  and  sudden  death; — it  would  be  difficulty 
perhaps,  to  trace  further  the  effects  flowing  from  chroniQ 
hepatitis  when  neglected  or  overlooked  ;  enough  has  beqn 
said  to  point  out  the  insidious  and  dangerous  tendency  pf 
the  disease,  and  to  shew  the  advantages  of  dividing  it 

C  intp 
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into  two  stages,   for  the    views   of    the  physician 
will   be  thus  directed,     not  merely  to  the  removal 
of   the   affection  of  the   alimentary    canal,  but  of 
the  cause  in  which  this  affection  so  often  originates: 
ij^d    that  great  derangement  of   the   stomach  and 
intestines    proceeds    from    over-excitement    of  the 
hepatic  vessels,  is  certain ;  because  such  derangement 
uniformly  attends  such  excitement,  because  the  fever 
which  accompanies  inflammation  of  less  important  organs, 
disturbs  the  digestive  process,  and  cases  daily  occur  where 
the  reason  now  ascribed  for  such  derangei^ent  exists  and 
no  other,  moreover,  the  sympathy  and  connexion  subsistmg 
between  these  viscera  render  a  morbid  action  of  the  one 
incompatible  with  the  healthy  condition  of  the  others. 

The  ^fcd^s^s  of  thU  complaint  are  various-it  proceeds 
from  violent  exercised  acrctdenfts,  the  stronger  passions, 
anxietyof  mitid,  excessive  h^at,  suppressed  per^p.rauon, 
excess  in  eating  and  drinking,  constipation,  scbrrus,  fever 
continued  and  intermittent,  and  from  inflammation  of 
tie  neighbouring  vis^em:^  Of  Ml^se  causes,  one  of  the 
„.ost  common  in  this  country,  seems  to  be  anxiety  of 
;kind     This  complaint  is  ofteu^  confounded  widi  that 
named  Dyspepsia,  when  the  medicines  usually  admmxs- 
tered  must  aggrav.^  its  violence;  such  are,  chalybeates, 
bitter.,  akrtngent.,  sulphuric  acid,  kc.  &c.  &c;  and 
though  it  nm  be  owned,  that  appearances  at  the  onse 
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»f  chronic  htpatitis  are  ambiguous,  and  that  it  is  difficult 
to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  betwixt  its  early  stage  and 
dyspepsia,  yet  a  just  diagnosis  may,  perhaps,  be  formed, 
by  holding  in  view  the  following  symptoms,  which  usually 
accompany  the  former — feverish  pulse  and  skin,  depressed 
spirits,  clianged  complexion,  and  the  preternatural  ap- 
pearance of  the  foeces  and  mine.  In  the  treatment  it 
might  be  supposed  that  no  diversity  of  opinion  could 
exist — the  disease  is  inflammatory,  and  acknowledged  to 
be  so,  and  sedatives  and  evacuants  are  alike  indicated, 
and  prove  as  beneficial  in  inflammation  of  this  organ  as  in 
that  of  any  other. — Of  late  years,  however,  a  new  theory 
has  been  suggested  and  acted  on,  and  mercury  is,  now- 
a-days,  administered  as  a  specific,  and  the  evacuating 
plan  laid  aside — this  practice  is  founded  on  the  authority 
of  the  practitioners  of  the  East-Indies,  and  has  been 
thence  transferred  to  these  counti-ies. — On  this  subject  1 
shall  treat  hereafter ;  in  the  mean  time  I  proceed  to  men- 
tion that  plan  of  treatment  which  I  conceive  to  be  most 
effectual. 

The  employment  of  our  remedies  must  be  regulated,  not 
merely  by  the  violence,  but  the  obstinac)",  of  the  symptoms 
— in  some  cases,  purgatives  and  diluents  with  a  spare  diet, 
are  sufficient,  in  others,  the  tepid  batli  and  Ipecacuanha  or 
antimonials  become  necessary— if  these  fail,  immediate  re- 
course shoul.l  he  had,  even  in  the  incipient  stage,  to  blood- 
letting or  blistering,  or  to  both  ;  for  chronic  hepatitis  often 

produces 


u 


pToduces  its  worst  consequences  undistinguished  by  the 
presence  of  any  acute  symptom :  and  when  we  reflect 
on  the  little  sensibility  of  the  great  mass  of  the  Liver,  on 
the  slow  and  insidious  tendency  of  the  disease,  on  the 
danger  of  neglecting  it  at  its  commencement,  and  on  the 
Safety  with  which  blood-letting  may  be  had  recourse  to, 
It  will  appear  evident,  that  this  and  other  evacuants  are 
femploj'ed  with  too  much  caution, 

Catliartics  should  be  freely  given    in  tlie  first  in^ 
stance— they  ai'e  peculiarly  well^adapted  to  the  relief 
of.  tljiis,  complaint,  by.  unloading  the  bowels,  and  by 
abstracting  a  large  portion  of  .  fluids  from  the  numerous 
exhalants  of  the  alimentary  canal;  the  consequence  is, 
that  the  usual  flow  of  blood  into  the  vena  portaium  is 
diminished,  the  congertion  in  the  liver  lessened,  and  a 
chief  predisposing  and  exciting  cause  removed, — Local 
blood-letting  is  sometimes  attended  with  decisive,  always 
with  considerable  advantage-— it  diminishes  congestion,  and 
lessens  and  changes  the  action  of  inflamed  vessels — tenor 
twenty  leeclies  applied  for  two  or  three  days  successively, 
may  afford  so  great  ease  as  to  do  a\vay  the  necessitj'  of 
taking  blood  from  the  arm,  and  where  the  patient  is  of  a 
weak  and  irritable  habit,  and  a  low  degree  of  fever  otily  is 
present)  this  evacuation  should  be  tried  before  we  resort  to 
the  lancet. — Blisters  prove  in  some  instances  eminently  ser- 
viceable, in  others,  they  are  of  no  avail— they  operate  most 
effectuallywhcnappliedcfirly— bystimalatingthesupei-ficial 
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yessels^  they  lessen  the  activity  of  those  that  are  deep- 
seated,  and  by  the  derivation  of  fluids  they  occasion 
towards  the  surface,  they  serve  to  diminish  inflammatory 
congestion.— But  this  is  not  the  only  way  in  which  they 
are  useful.:  a  diseased  action  subsists,  a  blister  makes 
a  contrary  impression,   a  counter-movement  is  thu$ 
produced,  and  the  diseased  action  overpowered. — In 
obstinate  cases,  not  yielding  to  tlie  use  of  the  above  re- 
jnedies,  general  blood-letting  becomes  necessary;  the 
first  bleeding  should  be  moderate,  six,  eight,  ox  twelve 
ounces  may  answer  the  purpose,  though  local  blood- 
letting to  the  same,  or  eyen  to  a  greater  amount  may  have 
failed  ;  for,  the  relief  thus  afforded  does  not  solely  depend 
on  the  quantity  of  blood  drawn  off,  but  on  the  change  in- 
duced in  the  state  and  mode  of  acting:  of  the  inflamed 
vessels— !-an  effect  often  observed  to  follow  a  moderate 
general  bleeding  in  obscure  inflammation  of  the  lungs 
in   debilitated  habits,  and   which  may  serve  to  con- 
vince the  most  timid  practitioner  of  the  safety  and  utility 
of  the  judicious  Use  of  the  lancet;  in  a  similar  condition 
of  the  Uver.--»With  a  view  to  illustrate  this  doctrine,  and  to 
shew  how  far  it  is  practically  beneficial,  I  have  selected, 
out  of  many,  the  following  cases  : 

CASE.  . 

In  June  1809,  I  visited  Miss  B.  22  years  old,  of  a 

sanguine  temperament ;— she  had  complained  for  some 

weeks 
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weeks  of  a  diminished  appetite,  and  of  a  sense  of  weight 
and  uneasiness  in  both  hypochondria — the  bowels  were 
irregoTar,  and  the  foeces  and  urine  preternatural;  the 
complexion  had  changed  from  a  pale  to  a  sallow  colour, 
and  her  usual  flow  of  spirits  was  much  abated  ;  the  pulse 
was  more  frequent  than  natural,  and  there  was  slight  thirst 
;ind  heat  of  skin : — the  menses  were  regular. — Purgatives 
afforded  relief,  but  did  not  cure — a  blister  was  applied 
tipon  the  part  affected,  and  the  sedative  regimen  adopted- 
Base  was  obtained,  but  the  complaint  continued ;  ten  ounces 
of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm — it  had  the  inflam- 
matory coat — this  evacuation,  with  a  low  regimen,  removed 
the  disease, — Here  was  'an  instance  of  chronic  hepatitis 
in  its  first  stage,,  undistinguished  by  any  acute  symp- 
tom, resisting  the  use  of  purgatives  and  the  effects  of 
ablister,  and  yielding  at  length  to  general  blood-letting— 
the  complaint  was  apparently  brought  on  by  anxiety 
of  mind.— The  parents  of  this  young  lady  were  healthy. 

Case.  A  gentleman  about  25  years  old,  was  attacked  with 
acute  hepatitis  and  flux,  shortly  after  his  ai-rival  at  Bombay ; 
leeches  and  blisters  were  applied  upon  the  region  of 
the  Liver — calomel  in  large  doses  was  given  as  a  pur- 
•rative,  and  from  two  to  three  drams  of  mercurial  oint- 

to  ' 

ment  were  rubbed  in  daily,  until  the  gums  became 

sore — the  violent  symptoms  were  remoAcd,  but  slight 

fugitive  pains  in  the  right  hypochondre  still  continued, 

accompanied 
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accompanied  by  cough,  dyspniea  and  emaciation these 
complaints  were  caused  by  intemperance  in  drinking  and 
subsequent  exposure  to  the  night  dewj — he  was  sent 
home  for  the  re-estabiisment  of  his  health. — On  examina- 
tion, the  right  lobe  of  the  Liver  was  found  to  be  enlarged 
and  hardened,  and  was  pained  on  pressure— he  complained 
of  thirst,  of  uneasy  bowels,  and  of  a  disagreeable  taste  in  his 
mouth — mercury  was  ordered  in  consultation,  on  the 
ground  of  its  specific  power; — the  system  was  shortly  af- 
fected, salivation  ensued,  no  relief  followed ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  painful  sensations  werei  rather  aggravated, 
attended  by  hectic  fever,  and  a  still  further  waste  of 
flesh  and  strength — the  mercury  was  discontinued, 
leeches  and  blisters  were  applied  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Liver ;  the  tepid  bath  was  employed,  and  he  was 
put  on  the  mild  purgative  and  tonic  plan — in  the  course 
of  some  weeks  he  was  considerably  Relieved. — A  cure 
could  not  be  expected,  the  constitution  was  scrofulous, 
the  Liver  tuberculous — in  this  patient,  acute  hepatitis 
subsided  into  the  chronic,  and  the  inflammatory  action,  com- 
bined with  the  mercurial,  excited  scrofulo-schirrus  or 
consumption  of  the  Liver,  ia  wluch  tliis  gentleman's 
diseases  finally  terminated,  an  event  that  might  probably 
have  been  obviated  by  general  blood-letting,  if  ju- 
diciously employed  in  the  fijrst  instance. 

Case. 
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Case.  A  gentleman  of  hale  constitution,  m  the  vigour 
of  life,  complained  of  shootmg  pains  throughout  the  right 
hypochondriac  and  in  the  epigastric  regions^  attended  by 
a  low  irregular  fever — the  blue  pill  was  given, 
and  two  scruples  of  the  mercurial  wntment 
Were  rubbed  in  nightly  upon  the  side  affected,  h^j 
\<'as  put  on  a  full  diet,  and  a  pint  of  wine  was  allpwe4 
daily  to  promote  the  opei'ation  of  the  mercujry'-Tnat  theeXr 
piration  of  a  week  the  gums  were  affected,  but  the  pain  of 
side  became  more  acute,  and  febrile  symptoms  set  in, 
accompanied  by  gripes  and  general  soreness  of  tlie  abdo- 
men— such  were  the  consequences  of  the  mercurial 
action  and  of  the  full  regimen — the  symptoms  indi- 
cated the  necessity  of  a  change  of  treatraent.-n- 
Twolvie  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  ann-r—twelvc 
leeches  were  applied  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie 
part  affected,  purgatives  were  freely  administered  and 
tfee  sedative  regimen  adopted  j-^^by  following  up  this 
plan,'  the  disease 'was  finally  removed.— A  long  fatiguing 
jdnrney  and  Jhental  anxiety  were  the  causes  to  which  this 
complaint  was  ascribed.— This  gentleman,  in  the  first  in- 
"StaiiCe,'  was  attacked  with  chronic,  to  which  succeeded 
actlffe  hepatitis,  the  effect  of  the  stimulating  powers 
of  mercury  and  of  tlie  heating  regimen. 

Case.  In  March  1810,  I  prescribed  for  a  lady  who  had 
been  ill  several  weeks  of  low  inflammation  of  the  right 
lobe  of  the  Liver— the  skin  and  tunica  conjunctiva  of 
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the  eye  were  slightly  yellowish— the  digestive  organs  were 
much  deranged,  and  fugitive  pains  throughout  the  thorax 
were  often  complain  ed  of — ^mercurials  and  blisters  had  be6ii 
administered  without  advantage — leeching  and  purga- 
tives, the  tepid  bath  and  warm  clothing  afforded  con- 
siderable relief,  but  her  convalescence  was  tedious.~ 
This  lady  was  of  a  delicate  irritable  frahie,  her  consti- 
tution was  scrofulous,  and  she  had  suffered  consider- 
ably from  childbearing. — Her  mother  had  fallen  a  victim 
to  pulmonary  consumption. 

Case. — I  was  consulted  last  spring  by  a  gentleman, 
naturally  of  sound  constitution  and  born  of  healthy 
parents,  who  had  resided  ten  years  in  the  East-Indies, 
where  he  was  seized  with  acute  hepatitis  and  dy- 
senteric s}Tnptonis — he  was  blistered,  purged,  blooded 
and  mercurialised ;  his  convalescence  was  tedious— 
the  constitution  was  impaired — -a  sea  voyage,  and  a 
trial  of  his  native  air,  were   therefore  recommended. 

— On  his  return  he  laboured  under  chronic 
.        .  .  .  •    .  ■        .  >i^t  ]o 

hepatitis  accompanied  by  jaundice  and  some  en- 
largement and  hardness  of  the  right  lobe  of  the 
liver; — as  this  patient  was  feeble  and  emaciated^ 
it  was  thought  adviseable,  in  the  first  instance^ 
to  apply  leeches  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  part 
affected,  and  to  make  trial  of  the  saline  purgatives,  the 
tepid  bath,  and  a  light  nutritious  diet. — After  three 
months,  observance  of  the  above  plan,  Uie  induration 
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of  the  Liver  was  removed,  the  digestive  organs  recovered 
their  tone,  and  the  general  health  was  re-established. — 
Of  this  case,  I  shall  observe,  that  the  prejudicial  effects 
of  the  mercury  were,  in  some  degree,  counteracted 
by  the  other  remedies  employed,  and  by  the  inherent 
powers  of  a  sound  constitution. — ^The  Liver  was  nei- 
ther altered  in  structure  nor  scrofulous,  from  which 
I  conclude,  that  if  mercury  had  been  administered 
in  the  second  instance,  and  due  attention  paid  to 
keep  up  the  full  action  of  the  intestines,  the  probability 
is,  that  the  same  favourable  result  would  have  taken 
place,  when  the  cure  would  have  been  undeservedly 
ascribed  to  the  action  of  this  remedy. 

AcoTE  Hepatitis  differs  from  the  chronic  only  in  de- 
gree j  the  pain  is  more  violent,  the  fever  higher,  and 
the  affectionis  of  the  adjoining  parts,  whether  sympathis- 
ing with  the  primarily  disordered  viscus,  or  participating 
in  the  consequences  of  its  disease,  are  proportionally 
more  severe,— If,  for  example,  the  inflammation  lay  hold 
of  tlie  convex  side  of  the  Liver,  the  lungs  and  diaphragm 
may  become  engaged  to  an  alarming  degree;  hence, 
€ough,  difficulty  of  breathing,  pain  of  the  chest 
hiccup,  &c, — If,  of  the  concave,  it  is  accompanied 
by  some  disturbance  or  inflammation  of  the  stomach, 
bowels,  mezentery,  peritoneum,  or  pancreas,  hence,  pro- 
ceed priccordial  anxiety,    nausea,    vomiting,  shooting 

pains  in  the  epigastric  or  hypogastric  region,  twisting 
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of  the  umbilicus  or  dysenteric  symptoms — at  times,  it 
is  combined  with,  and  at  others  mistaken  for,  pneumonia, 
gastritis  or  enteritis,  and  it  must  be  confessed,  that  it  is 
not  easy,  on  all  occasions,  to  draw  the  line  of  distinc- 
tion ;  nor  is  it,  perhaps,  of  any  great  moment ;  for  in- 
flammation is  still  the  complaint  to  be  combated,  and 
whatever  injury  the  practitioner  may  sustain  from  not 
forming  a  correct  diagnosis,  none  can  happen  to  the 
patient,  if  the  plan  of  treatment  pursued  be  anti- 
inflammatory. 

Acute  hepatitis  seldom  appears  in  this  kingdom — 
frequently  within  the  tropics — some  consider  it  as  a  disease 
sui-generis,  and  as  peculiar  to  the    East-Indies — like 
other  inflammations  it  terminates  by  resolution  or  suppura- 
tion— the  latter  often  occurs  in  the  East -Indies,  West-Indies 
and  Africa,  which  may  be  ascribed,  perhaps,  to  the 
mode  of  treatment,  and  to  the  influence  of  a  powerful 
predisposing    cause,     I    mean,    the    long  continued 
action  of  an  overheated  atmosphere. — ^Tbe  occasional 
causes  are  the  same  as  in  the  chronic,  violent  exercise, 
intemperance  in  the  use  of  wine  or  spirituous  liquors^ 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  a  vertical  sun,  especially  if  the 
head  be  uncovered,    &g. — ^The  treatment  of  acute 
hepatitis  is  so  similar  to  that  of  the  chronic,  which  we 
have  already  considered,  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
speak  of  it  at  great  length ;  I  shall  only  observe,  as  the  dis- 
ease assumes  a  more  alarming  appearance  in  the  acute,  our 
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active  remedies  are  to  be  more  speedily  and  fully  ad- 
ministered : — Such  are,  blood-letting,  general  and  topical— ' 
purgatives,  blisters,  joined  with  diluents,  antimonials,  emol- 
hent  injections  and  the  sedative  regimen. — In  opposition  to 
thisreceived  and  successful  mode  of  practice,  another  has,  of 
late  y6ars,  been  introduced  and  generally  adopted  within 
the  tropics,  and  tlience  transferred  to  more  northern  lati- 
tudes.'— ^This  mode  consists  in  the  exhibition  of  large  quan- 
tities of  mercury  by  inunction  or  pill,  in  order  to  excite  a 
new  action  in  the  constitution,  and  to  counteract  the 
existing  diseased  one ; — how  far  this  plan  isjudicious  or 
injurious,  is  desei*ving  of  examination.— The  advocates 
for  the  use  of  mercui-y  rest  their  argument  on  the  ground 
of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  Indian  Hepatitis,  and 
the  specific  powers  of  the  remedy; — they  Ukewise  maintain 
that  it  possesses  the  same  properties  in  the  cure  of  the 
chronic  hepatitis  of  this  and  other  colder  climates. 

By  a  specific  is  understood  a  remedy,  whose  virtues  in 
curing  a  particular  malady,  are  certain  and  incontrovertible 
though  inexpUcable ; — such  virtues  are  manifested  by  peni- 
vian  bark  in  intermittents,  by  mercury  in  syphilis,  and  by 
sulphur  in  tlie  itch. — Let  it  now  be  asked,  does  mer- 
cury possess  the  same  powers  in  removing  the  acute 
hepatitis  of  the  East-Indies,  and  the  chronic  of 
these  countries  as  the  above  remedies  in  the  several 
diseases  mentioned  ?  Facts  alone  can  determine  this  ques- 
tion, and  facts  are  to  be  found  in  the  medical  re- 
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ports  and  writings  of  €very  practitionex*  in  India,  sufficient 
to   convince  the  warmest  friend  of  mercury,  that  it 
has  not  the  virtues  generally  ascribed  to  it. — From  these 
it  will  appear,  that  though  mercury  be  freely  and  fully 
administered,  many  fall  victims  annualy  to  hepatitis, 
and  many  more  are  invalided  from  its  consequences — 
schinus,  flux,  abscess  and  hectic  fever;  some  of  these 
invalids,^  on   their   arrival  in  their    native  countrj', 
are  happily  rescued  from  the  grave,  by  the  natural 
eflbrts  of  a  healthy  constitution,  and  others,  by  the  ose  of 
Cheltenham  water  and  a  fit  regimen  : — Indeed,  without 
recurring  to  the  experience  of  these  medical  gentlemen, 
we  will  find  in  London,  Cheltenham,  and  even  in  this 
City,  several  living,  or  rather  dying  witnesses,  to  prove 
that  mercury  is  no  specific  in  this  complaint. — I  have 
been  favoi  red  with  a  view  of  the  Journal  of  Mr.  James 
Adams,  a  gentleman  of  Judgment  and  Observation,  and 
late  assi;  .ant  Surgeon  to  the  2d  Ceylon  regiment  during 
the  yeirs  1806  and  1807 — from  this  Journal  I  have  made 
the    oUowing  extracts: — ^The  European  corps  in  1805 
consisted  of  2248,   in  1807  of  2036  effective  men,  of 
whom  died — 


In  1806, 

8  of  Fever, 

3 1  Liver  complaints, 

9  Flux, 

7  Berriberri, 
3  Dropsy, 
6  Surgical  cases, 
3  Apoplexy, 
30  Invalided, 


In  1807, 

7  of  Fever, 
28  Liver  Complaints, 
16  Flux, 

1  Berribeiri, 

1  Pulmonic, 

2  Surgical  cases, 
7  Apoplejty, 

35  Invalided. 
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Under  the  term  Liver-complaints,  is  comprehended 
hepatitis,  acute  and  chronic— Flux  often  proceeds 
from  some  deranged  biliary  action,  and  most  of  those 
invaUded,  had  laboured  under  hepatitis  or  its  conquences, 
which  Mr.  Adams  chiefly  attributes  to  intemperance  in 
drinking,  and  subsequent  exposure  to  the  rays  of  a  vertical 
Sun,  or  to  the  night  dew. — ^The  natives  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  such  as  are  addicted  to  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors)  suffer  but  little  from  Liver  complaints,  owing  to 
their  abstemious  mode  of  living,  but  they  often  fall  victims 
to  dropsy  and  to  pulmonic  and  bowel  disorders, — In 
tlie  numerous  cases  of  diseased  Liver  now  stated, 
mercury  was  exhibited  with  an  unsparing  hand,  yet 
the  fatality  appears  to  have  been  truly  alarming,  and  suffi- 
ciently shews  that  if  it  were  not  injurious,  it  is  not,  at 
least,  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  a  specific, 

Mr.  Adams  observes,  that  in  various  instances  it 

proved  beneficial,  but  as  no  register  was  kept  of  each  case 

distinctively,  nor  of  the  numbeis  attacked,  I  cannot  speak  of 

the  proportion  of  deaths  to  recoveries,  nor  of  the  circum- 

slances  under  which  it  was  prescribed  with  advantage — 

that  many  patients  have  recovered  and  will  recover  from 

hepatitis  who  have  taken  mercury,  no  one  will  question — 

such  recoveries,  however,  are  no  proof  that  the  remedy 

was  either  safe  or  useful,  they  rather  shew,  diat  improper 

medicines  ma}',  at  times,  be  given  with  impunity ;  Uiat 

their  roischeivous  properties  will,  on  some  occasions,  be 
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counteracted  by  the  efforts  of  nature,  and,  on  others,  by  the 
operation  of  the  remedies  with  which  they  are  conjoined ; 
a  fact  daily  witnessed  in  the  treatment  of  this  and  several 
other  diseases. 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  writers  and  practitioners 
should  still  persist  in  maintaining  the  specific  virtues  of 
a  medicine  in  a  disease  which  it  not  only  often  fails 
to  remove,  but  often  aggravates ;— it  will  appear  equally 
singular,   and   indeed    somewhat   contradictory,  that 
some  of  these  practitioners  who  speak  of  mercury  as  pos- 
sessing powers  in  hepatitis  equal  ta  those  it  exerts  in  lues 
venerea,  should  employ  blood-letting  and  other  evacuants, 
when  the  symptoms  are   most  urgent,    and  as  soon 
as  the   violence  of  the  inflammation  has  been  thus 
abated,  have  recourse  to  mercury,  when  it  can  only  be 
considered  to  serve  as  an  auxiliary. — Mr.  Curtis,  one 
of  the  advocates  for  mercury,  in  his  work  on  the  diseases 
of  India,  observes,  that  moderate  bleeding  was  sometimes 
practised,  but  "whether  bleeding  or  blistering  were 
employed,  it  was  always  of  consequence  to  clear  the 
bowels  and  to  carry  down  the  diseased  secretions  by  a 
purgative  or  two."   Again,  he  says,     as  soon  as  the  pain 
cf  the  side,  heat  and  fever  had  been  a  little  abated  by 
the  use  of  Crystals  of  Tartar,  Nitre,  Manna  and  Salts, 
iNlercury  was  immediately  had  recourse  to,  and  the  course 
pushed  on  as  quickly  Jis  possible  without  any  regard  to 

tlie 
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the  state  of  the  bowels.'" — 1»  another  place  he  remarks, 
"  whenever  the  disease  came  on  with  a  considerable 
degree  of  fever,  witli  acute  and  constant  pain  in  the  side 
and  shoulder,  some  bleeding  was  practised  :  but  in  other 
cases  it  was  never  donej  and  indeed  to  the  extent  to 
which  it  could  well  be  carried  in  a  warm  climate,  and!  in 
relaxed  habits,  it  seldom  procured  much  relief."  This 
observation  is  deserving-  of  notice — it  shews  that  blood- 
letting, when  employed,  was  not  carried  to  a  sufficient 
length,  firom  an  ill-grounded  apprehension  of  the  debility 
which  might  follow, — -Again,  he  says  of  mercury,  "  Its  good 
effects  in  every  species  of  Liver  disease,  except  in  the 
state  of  ulceration  and  simple  disorder  of  its  secretion, 
viz.  simple  bilious  fever  and  flux,  were  so  appaient,  tliat 
we  had  recoiu'se  to  it  with  the  same  confidence  as  in  the 
lues  venerea,"  though  he  allows  that  many  died  under 
the  treatment,  and  that  in  some  cases  it  was  necessary  to 
premise  blood-letting  or  blistering,  or  both. — In  the  same 
paragraph  he  says,  "  scarieli/  was  it  ever  observ  ed  to 
increase  the  heat  and  fever,  or,  to  aggravate  the  pain  of 
the  side  or  cough ;"  an  observation  which  distinctly  implies 
«hat  tiie  karned  Author,  with  all  his  partiality  for 
mercury,  had  discovered  that  it  sovietivws  aggravated  tlie 
srvmptoms  oi' acute  hepatitis, — Mr.  Paisley,  a  gentleman 
who  places  much  confidence  in  the  powers  of 
mercury,  says,  in  his  remarks  on  the  Liver-cough,  "  this 
^Jsefisf*,  like  all  other  inflammations  6f  the  Liver,  is  very- 
tract  able 
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tfacia'ole   in   the   beginning   by  evacuations,  relaxing 
antiphlogistic  medicines  and  mercury." — "  In  acute  dis- 
eases,  evTacuatiohSj  neutral  salts  and  relaxing  medi- 
cines render   it   safe  and  effectual." — — Dr.  Duncan, 
in    his  letter  to    Dr.   Saunders    on  the  prejudicial 
effects  of    mercury    when    improperl}'  administered, 
remarks,  "  from  what  I  have  stated  }'ou  may  naturally  ask 
how  I  managed  with  hepatitis  in  the  field,  when  I  was  so 
cautious  of  giving  mercur}'  in  syphilis  ? — but,   here,  in 
fact,  1  had  no  choice ;  the  urgency  of  the  disease  ad- 
mitted of  no  delay.    I  gave  mercury  with  all  the  care 
and  precaution  that  circu distances  would  allow."  >When 
the  disease  was  most  urgent,  the  Dr.  considered  mercury 
as  the  chief,  the  specific  remedy — that  the  disease,  how- 
€ver,  proved  fatal  under  its  administration,  and  that  he 
had  recourse  to  other  medicines  will  appear  fi-om  what 
follows     "  Though  I  l:»ve  s6i<1om  obsen-ed  that  the  he- 
patitis, in  India,  when  it  is  taken  earlj'  and  treated  pro- 
perly, proves  fatal,  yet  a  case  now  and  then  does  occur 
in  which  there  appears  so  strong  a  tendency  to  suppuration 
from  the  commencement,  that   this    event  cannot  be 
prevented  by  the  speediest  and  most  efficacious  means 
hitherto  known.— Some  cases  I  have   rhet'  with  where 
abscesses  were  formed  in  the  interior  of  the  liver  notwith- 
standing the  use  of  mercury,  bleeding,  &c.'' 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Lind,  in  hig  work  on  the  diseases  •f  liot  climatoi, 
seems  to  consider  mercury  rather  as  an  auxiHary  than 
as  a  principal  in  the  treatment  of  acute  hepatitis.-*- 
Dr.  Saunders,  a  name  of  high  authority,  both  as  a  writer 
and  practitioner,  speaking  of  the  action  of  mercury, 
says—"  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  where  its  action  is 
specific,  as  in  syphilis,  hepatitis,  and  the  hepatic  fluxes 
of  India,  the  inflammation  of  the  gums  with  a  shght 
salivation,  is  the  best  criterion  of  its  salutary  operation." 
Here,  hepatitis  and  syphilis  are  classed  together  as 
diseases  curable  by  mercury — that  it  is  a  specific  for  the 
latter,  is  proved  by  daily  ,  experience,  that  it  is  none  for 
the  former,  is  manifest  from  the  mortality  which  has  been 
shown  to  attend  its  exhibition — But  Dr.  S,  must  either 
grant  that  it  possesses  no  power  over  the  complaint,  or  that 
it  is  injurious  at  a  period  when  specifics  are  always  em- 
ployed 3.nd  prove  beneficial,  for  he  limits  its  use  to  tliat 
stage  at  which  the  alarming  symptoms  have  subsided,  and 
when  from  the  usual  effects  of  the  remedies  first  ad- 
ministered, and  from  the  time  allowed  to  elapse  before  the 
introduction  of  mercury,  there  is  reason  to  conclude  that 
the  disease  is  removed,  at  least  so  much  abated  as  not 
to  require  the  aid  of  a  specific — He  says,  When  the  ac» 
cession  of  the  disorder  is  attended  with  much  fever  and 
local  pain,  (vyhich  is  not  always  the  case)  the  laticet  is  re-^ 
sorted  to  immediately ;  but  some  caution  is  required  in  tho 
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use  of  this  powerful  evacuant.  Purgatives  are  always  essen- 
tial— Blisters  also  are  invariably  serviceable  when  the  locJ^l 
affection  is  severe.  After  these  means  have  been  used 
for  about  two  days,  the  mercurial  course  is  begun  without 
delay,  &c.  &c." — And  to  shew  that  no  difference  of  opi- 
nion subsists  as  to  the  word  specific,  I  beg  leave  to  quote 
the  words  of  Dr.  S. — *^ But  it  should  never  be  forgotten, 
that  the  idea  of  a  specific  is  peculiarly  flattering  to  the 
patient,  for  whilst  it  encourages  an  iniphcit  reliance  on  a 
single  remedial  ■process,  SCc.  5(c"." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  proceed  further  to  shew  that  the  spe- 
cific virtues  ascribed  to  mercury  in  hepatitis  are  merely 
imaginary — ^but  laying  aside  tliis  question,  it  is  of  moment 
in  the  present  inquiry,  to  recollect  that  the  symptoms  by 
which  the  disease  is  characterised  are  inflammatory,  and 
that  mercury  is  a  stimulating  remedy;  now  stimulants 
produce  inflammatory  diseases  or  aggravate  their  violence, 
sedatives  therefore,  and  not  stimulants  are  here  indicated 
— in  opposition,  however,  to  the  principles  which  regu- 
late the  treatment  of  inflammation,  and  to  the  mode  of 
operation  of  this  supposed  specific,  numerous  advocates 
still  come  forward  to  support  the  cause  of  mercury— some 
give  it  at  the  commencement  and  throughout  the  pro- 
gress of  the  complaint,  and  assign  as  a  reason,  that  if  th« 
system  be  acted  on  and  salivation  succeed,  the  cure  will 
lie  accomplished:  granting  so  much  by  way  of  argu- 
ment, 
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meht,  it  may  be  obsen'ed  in  answer,  tliat  acute  hepatitis 
is  sudden  in  its  attack,  rapid  in  its  progress>  and  dan- 
gerous in  its  tendency — such  is  tiie  disease — ^mercurj^,  in 
'exciting  salivation  or  affecting  the  ^stem  is,  at  ohe  time, 
tedious,  at  anotiier,  speedy^  but,  in  every  instance,  un- 
certain— such  is  the  medicine  ; — the  inference  is  obvious, 
in  one  case,  the  patient  may  be  lost  before  the  mercurial 
action  is  excited,  in  the  other,  salivation  may  isuececd 
before  the  system  is  acted  on — shall  we  then  in  the  exer- 
cise of  our  art,  resort  to  a  medicine,  at  best,  of  doubtful 
promise,  in  a  rapid  and  dangerous  disease,  when  more 
certain  and  efficacious  ones  are  within  <?ur  reach  ? 

But  those  who  do  not  allow  it  to  be  useful  iin  die  first  stage, 
maintain  its  efficacy  in  the  second,  when  die  inflajiima- 
tory  symptoms  have  abated,  at  which  period  it  is  supposed 
that  its  stimulating  properties  will  keep  up  the  action  of 
debilitated  vessels,  and  prevent  the  formation  of  schin-us — 
this  idea  is  specious,  and  deserves  attention,  inasmuch  as 
it  is  an  acknowledgment  of  the  stimulating  properties  of 
mercury ;  but  it  seems  to  be  forgotten  that  the  inflamma'- 
tory  action,  though  in  a  less  degree,  still  sul)sists,  which 
m'ercury  and  all  other    stimulants    must  necessarily 
aggravate — on  the  supposition,  however,  that  all  inflam- 
matory action  had  ceased,   and  that  the  vessels  were 
merely  relaxed,  why,  in  this  particular  instance,  apply 
to  mercury  as  a  tonic,  and  not  in  a  siaiilar  condidon  of 
the  vessels  of  the  lungs,  kidneys,  (jr  other  organ,  arising 
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from  a  similar  cause  ? — the  same  reasons  for  the  approv  al 
or  rejection  of  the  practice,  must  hold  equally  good  in 
all; — ^but,  as  the  stimulus  of  mercury  might  cause  a returri 
of  inflamjxiation,  and  as  it  does  not|X)ssess  any  tonic  powers, 
it  has  been  wisely  rejected  in  the  latter  diseases — ^why 
not  also  in  tliat  under  considemtion  ?  It  wouJd  be 
difficult  to  gi%  e  a  satisfactory  reason  for  such  a  diversity  of 
ti'eatment,  where  ckcurastances  are  similar^— it  is  easy, 
however,  to  see  the  difficulty  of  getting  rid  of  ancient 
prejudices  and  prepossessions. — Mercury  has  been  long 
held  as  a  specific  in  all  liver  and  bihous  complaints-^-it  is 
a  received  opinion  with  the  faculty  and  th(2  public  ;  here 
lies  the  delusion,  and  much  time,  I  fear,  will  elapse, 
and  much  evil  ensue,  before  the  delusion  come  to  a  close. 

Another  objection,  not  less  forcible,  perhaps,  thaa 
any  yet  adduced,  may  be  here  urged  against  the  use  of 
mercury;  this  objection  arises  from  its  secondary  pro- 
perties, which  are  debilitating,  and  must  consequently 
diminish  still  further  the  action  of  debilitated  vessels  :— 
in  order  to  explain  my  meaning,  it  is  necessary  to 
examine  into  the  operation  of  the  medicine — as  soon 
as  it  begins  to  act  on  the  constitution  and  as  loncf  as 
such  action  is  kept  up,  the  pulse  is  full  and  frequent, 
the  face  florid,  the  skin  hot,  the  eye  brisk  and  the  coun- 
tenance animated,  the  secretions  and  excretions  are  in- 
creased, the  appetite  and  digestion  improved,  and  a 
temporary  but  deceitful   vigor  is  diffused  througliout 
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the  frame — such  are  the  primary  or  stimulating  effects  of 
mercury,  the  duration  of  which  will  depend  on  the  con- 
stitution, on  the  dose  and  preparation  of  the  medicine* 
and  on  the  manner  of  its  administration  ;  much  will  alsa 
depend  on  the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  and  on  present 
and  former  habits. — But  after  an  uncertain  period,  we 
obser\-e  the  converse  of  the  symptoms  just  related,  the 
pulse   loses  its  strength,  the  eye  its  splendor  and  thie 
countenance  its  animation,  the  face  becomes  pale,  or  i& 
alternately  pale  and  flushed,  the  appetite  is  impaired, 
the  bowels  are  torpid  or  lax,  the  flesh  wastes,  and  the 
powers  of  the  mind  become  enfeebled — hence  it  aj>- 
pears,  that  mercury  has  a  two-fold  operation,  stimulant 
in  the  first  instance,  sedative  in  the  second,  the  strength 
afforded  is  temporarj^,  the  weakness  produced  of  long 
coiltinuance — it  enlivens  the  circulation,  while  it  empoison* 
the  blood  and  invigorates  the  fibre,  while  dissolving  its 
texture — in  removing  one  disease  it  evolves  many — in 
relieving  slight  affections  of  the  alimentary  canal  or  of  the 
liver,  it  begets  serious  ones  of  the  same  organs.  * — I  dm 

not 

*  Dr.  Dick,  a  Gctitleman  of  mucb  practice  in  Calcutta,  in  a  letter 
to  Dr.  Saunders,  after  bestowing  a  due  share  of  praise  on  mercury  in 
the  early  stage  of  hepatitis  says,  "  in  chronic  cases,  where  there  is  no  fever, 
but  only  an  obtuse  pain  in  the  side  and  shoulder,  with  a  fylncss  in  the 
side,  and  about  ilic  pit  of  the  stomach,  keeping  up  a  constant  uneasiness, 
mercury  seems  to  mc  to  have  but  little  good  eftectg  :  when  u«ed  freely  it 
removes  the  symptoms  at  tbe  time,  but  they  generally  return  as  soon  at 
the  mercury  is  left  oflT.  Having  been  rqieatedly  baffled  in  this  way,  and 
•bserving  very  often  that  x«M  Livrr  attach  tucceeiJtd  ieng  cturset  if 
mircuryt  mulcrgone  for  the  cure  of  venereal  complaints,  1  have,  for 
Bcrcral  years  past,  trusted  to  a  scton  or  issue  made  in  the  side,  and  with 
siKcessfar  beyond  my  expectations  " 
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mni  xnsh,  however,  to  be  understood  to  say,  that  every 
person  who  has  used  mercury  has  suffered  from  its  con- 
sequences; no  doubt,  many  escape  uninjured,  thanks 
to  a  sound  constitution  and  to  the  judicious  administra- 
tion of  the  medicine — what  I  mean  to  observe  is>  that 
injurious  effects  occur  in  the  majority  of  cases  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  and  will  appear  earlier  or  later  in  life,  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution  and  mode  of  living— I  would 
likewise  observe,  that  though  many  be  not  visibly  injured, 
yet  such  an  alteration  takes  place  in  their  constitutions 
by  the  influence  of  the  remedy,  that  they  too  often 
become  the  parents  of  a  diseased  or  debilitated  offspring. 

I  have   already   remarf^ed   that  the   operation  of 
mercury  is  two-fold,  stimulant  and  sedative ;  under  both  it 
is  accompanied  with  a  corresponding  degree  of  fever, 
high  and  low,  analogous  to  the  hectic  and  not  unfrequently 
converted  into  it — this  fever  excites  irregular  actions  in 
one  or  more  healthy  organs,  increases  morbid  actions 
already  existing  or  evolves  tliem  in  organs  piedisposed  to 
disease — in  the  scrofulous  habit  it  seems  to  produce  its 
worst  effects,  and  these  effects  appear  under  a  singular 
and  great  diversity  of  form ;  for  instance — in  some, 
turbercles  are  excited  in  the  lungs,  liver,  mezeutery,  &c. 
— in  others,  the  eyes  are  affected  and  the  lens  is  obscured 
— in  others,  the  fauces  are  ulcerated  and  the  uvula  i^ 
lost — one  person  is  seized  with  an  affection  of  the  head, 

another 
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another,  of  the  prostate  gland  or  bladder,  another,  of  the 
stomach,  intestines^  spleen  or  pancreas;  feuiales  are 
liable,  moreover,  to  deranged  actions  of  the  uterine 
systepa — but  these  are  not  the  only  diseases  evolved  by 
mercury  ;  to  the  above  list  we  may  add  mania,  gout, 
epilepsy,  and  if  the  constitution  be  free  from  all  hereditary 
taint,  rheumatic,  n  ervous  and  various  anomalous  symptoms 
are  produced,  or  diarrhoea,  cynanche  tousillaris,  chorea,  or 
the  mercurial  disease,  so  accurately  described  by  the  in- 
genious Sir  George  Alley. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  assign  a  satisfactory  reason,  why 
different  persons  of  the  scrofulous  diathesis  are  thus 
differently  affected — I  shall  only  observe  that  in  most 
instances,  the  weakest  part  is  that  which  first  and  princi- 
pally suffers,  and  much  of  the  difference  will,  perhaps, 
be  found  to  depend  on  the  degree  of  predisposition  and 

on  particular  habits  of  living. 

Having  endeavoured  to  shew  that  mercury  is  no  specific 
for  hepatitis,  and  having  next  taken  a  view  of  its  operation 
and  effects,  it  now  becomes  necessary,  for  obvious  reasons, 
to  examine  whethet  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Saunders  respect- 
ing  the  disdase  h&  weW-'founded — -he  sa}"s  there  is  some- 
thing pecnliar  in  ihe  Indian  hepatitis,  that  it  is  not  simply 
a  disease  of  a  tropical  climate,  and  he  applies  "to  it  th« 
f  j'ithct  specific — the  term  thus  employed  imjiiies  a  disease 
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characterised  by  certain  symptoms  and  stages,  induced  by 
particular  causes  and  to  be  cured  by  pai  ticular  remedief^, 
— let  it  now  be  asked,  is  the  hepatitis  of  the  East- Indies, 
as  contra-distinguished  from  thp  hepatitis  of  the  Westj^^i 
Indies  or  of  other  countries,  marked  by  such  peculiarities  ? 
The  question  is  readily  answered,  if  we  only  bear  in  mind 
that  the  frame  and  organization  of  man  is  still  tbe  sam^, 
whether  residing  in  the  torrid,  the  temperate  or  the 
frigid  zone ;  and  that  the  causes  and  phenoaiena  are  like--. 
wise  the  same,  making  allowance  for  the  influence  of 
climate,  peculiarities  of  constitution,  local  situation,  &c. 
-—within  the  tropics,  for  example,  the  symptoms  are 
generally  more  violent  and  the  tendency  to  suppuration- 
consequently  more  rapid  than  in  more  temperate  lati-' 
tudes ;  but  we  find  the  same  pains,  fever,  state  of  pulse, 
hiccup,  &c.  &c. — further,  the  phenomena  accompanying 
the  termination  of  the  disease  are  the  same,  cessation  of 
pain  andfeverin  thecaseof resolution, shiveringsandhectic 
sweats  in  that  of  suppuration  ; — the  conclusion  is  obvious,"^ 
the  disease  is  the  same,  modified  by  the  circumstances 
mentioned,  whether  occurring  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges, 
the  Shannon,  the  Wolga,  or  the  Nile. — Mr.  Clarke,  a  gen- 
tleman of  observation  and  of  indefatigable  industry  in  the 
pursuitof  the  knowledge  of  morbid  anatomy,  says  "amongst 
tliese  eighteen  dissections,  I  met  with  two  as  complete 
cases  of  diseased  Liver  as  ever  I  saw  in  the  East-Indies" 
— ratthat  time  he  was  quartered  in  Limerick— indeed,  how- 
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sofever  Authors  may  differ  as  to  the  natui-6  atid  treatmeiii!' ' 
of  hepatitis',  little  diversity  df  opinion  wiU  be'foiihd  to  : 
exist  as  to  its  symptoms  or  causes— in  the  hepatitis  to 
the  Edst,  the  tendency  to  siippuration  is,  at  times,  greats  • 
but  riot  more  so  than  in  the  hepatitis  of  the  West-Indies,  nor ' 
is  this  tendency  confined  t6  hepatitis  alone,'  it  prevails 
equally  in  inflammation  of  other  organs,  whether' of  tha 
braih,  the  liver,  the  lungs  or  (he  int&dttes;  and  the  reason 
why  the  liver  is  more  affected  thart  'ariy*  bth'^r  viscus  may, 
pei-haps,  be  explained  in  the  following  manner : 

Heat  is  a  powerful  agent  in  stin^ylatipg  the  sanguiferous 

system- — in  warm  clinisites  this  cjause  pp.erates  without  in tez-. 

mission,  and  predisposes,  the  bod}- to  inflammawry  disor- 

dersrrth e. liver  is  larger,  and;  rftore  ab u ii dantly  su pp lie d  >vith , 

bjpod-ye^fi^lslhan  any  other  secretory  organ,  hence  th^  in-. 

cr^£|,sed  actipn.of  its  >;esselsand  the  consequent  iocrease^ 

secretion  of  bile  in  those  of  temperate  habits  this  increased 

secretion  is  eqijal  to  ppunteract  tlie.  effects  of  the  cause 

applied,  but  violent  exercise,  intemperance  and  such 

like, causes. ico7op€rating  with  an. overheated  atmosphere^, 

stimulate  the  yessels  of,  the  liver  to  such  a  degree  as  to. 

de^jtrpy  their  secreting  powers  ;  or  thq  fluid  secreted  is  no 

longer  proportionate  to  the  increase- of  excitenrent,  the^ 

cpnsequepc^^  is,,,inflau)maiy.on— from  this  short  digression, 

I  reverb  ^(^^a  cqiBi^erj^ipn^  of,  tlie  arguments  of  Dr. 

Sau  nders,  who  say^  "f^^  in^^'^iflP^tory  diathesi?  is  marked 

by  a  lew  intensity  of  sympt<>nMi  in  the  Isdiiui  disease 
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than  in  this  countrj',  though  th^  subsequent  process 
**  towards  suppuration  is  rapid."  We  can  readily  conceive 
that  if  the  parenchymatous  substance  of  the  liver  be  in- 
flatned,  the  disorder  is  not  so  strongly  marked  as  in  the 
aflFection  of  its  inerabranes ;  and  it  is  possible  that  sup- 
puration Ttihf  take  place  without  being  preceded  by 
acute  local  pain,   but  never  without  a  general  derange- 
ment of  the  whole  fratne-^the  inflammation' or  suppura- 
ition  of  a  tuberfcle  not  the  size  of  a  pea,  in  the  paren- 
«hymaton6>  substance  of  the  lungs  or  liver  excites  paih 
Kit 'A  s^nse  of  weight  arid  uneasiness  in  thepart,  with  fever 
«nd  disturbance  of  the  general  ha,bit^is  it -possible  there- 
fore to  iuppose,  that  a  Considerable  portion  of  the  same  sub- 
-Rtatice  of  either  organ  is  capable  of  running  a  simildr 
course  without  being  accompanied  by  still  more  urgent 
symptoms  I 

But,   laying  '  aijicle  all  "  reasoning ''bn^  ih'is  subject, 
It  will  appear  from  the  history  of  the  disease,  and  from, 
the  most  irespeictable  aurliorities,  that  hepatitis  often  conies 
on  mstanianeously  and  is  attended  with  most  violdAt 
symptoms — soldiers  on  a  march  or  in  garrison,  are  onfe 
minute  in  perfect  health,   the  minute  afterwards  they 
writhe   with  pain— t)r.  Duncan  in  his  letter  to  Dr. 
Saunders  says,  "  the  urgency  of  this  disease  admitted  of  nq 
delay." — And  one  of  the  reasons  alleged  by  Dr.  Curry  for 
not  exciting  a  mercurial  action  in  hepatitis.,  is  the  violence 
arid  rapidity  of  the  disorder;  and  these  and  similar  terms 
expressive  of  its  danger  and  vehemence  are  employed 
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by  Gliristiei  Glark^  Baisley  and  even  by  Dr.  Saunders* 
when  treating  of  this  bdnfiplaiiit— In  support  of  thtf 
fieculiar  .nature  )of  the  Indian  hepatitis,  Dr.  S.  asserts 
that  the  phlogistic  symptoms  are  less  violent  and  Jess 
liable  to  extend  ovei-  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  owing  to 
the  coiistitutional  irritation  being  much  milder — the  his- 
tory of  the  complaint  shews  it  to  be  more  violent  ijo  every 
stage  in  India  than  in  this  countryj  and  from  its  more 
frequent  combination  with  diseases  of  the  stomach  and 
xbowels  we  may  reasonably  infer  that  its  tendency  to  extend 
is  alio  ^  greater.' — In  aiiother  place  Dr.  S.  remarks  its  tenr 
-dency  to  assume  the  appearance <3f  other  diseases  whi^hin 
this  country  are  usually  unconnected  with  hepatic  affec- 
tion, and  by  way  of  illustration  says  "  there  is  hardly  such 
a  disease  kiiovvn  in  India  as  simple  diarrhoea,  sinvple  re- 
mittent fever  and  the  like,  the  liver  is  the  primary  seat 
of  the  disease,  and  hence  tliey  neither  yield  to  Bark, 
Opium  or  Astringents" — the  same  observation  will  apply 
to  the  hepatic  affections  of  this  kingdom,  which  are 
found  by  experience  to  be  the  cause  of,  and  to  be  con- 
founded with,    the  diseases  just  mentioned — the  liver 
cough  occasionally  occurs  in  the  Indian  hepatitis  and  is 
cited  in  favour  of  its  specifip  nature,  but  this  is  merely  a 
secondary  or  accidental  symptom,  no  way  essential  to  the 
-disease — the  same  ihappens  in  other  inter-tropical  coun- 
ties and  often  in  this,  and  depends  on  sympathy,  and^the 
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fextension  of  the  iiiflammatory  jiction^  from,  th^ -con vefx 
liide  of  the  Uver  to  tl^e  diaphragm  ^nd  lungs. 

That  it  is  hot  iE»ndemic  to  the  Europeari  constitution  ife 
riianifest  from'  the  known  and  acknowledged  fact  that 
thfe  French  and  other  Europisans  whose  habits  of 
hving  ai-e  naturally  tiemperate,  and  such  of  our  owA 
countrymen  adopt  the  sime  tertiperate  habits,  are  irarely 
^ttacked-n-ijt  wjould  tyipearr  ijnorpqve^^  from  th^ /fb.stracis  o( 
Clarke,  .Paiidey,j^c.,thjit,:feyf!r  and  flux,  and  pot  hepatitis^ 
^are  the  diseases  to  which  tlie  Europeans  are  mostly  subject^ 
as  the  former  are  to  the  latter,  as  ten  ,to  one. 

It  will  not  here  bie  corls'ict  er^tl  Irrelevantto  retoiatk,  tliit  the 
'i^pithet  specific  is  applied  tiV  p^iJ'^^*^'^"*  ^°  i^isfe'ases  of 
.  khan  ordinary  iiolfinee  6r  Ivhfth  are  but  iinperfectly  under- 
^Ubod,  and  fr6q[j  the  pow'fer' of  assotiatioll' itjtlmedikfe  re- 
course is  had  to  mercury,  Ise^^'aa'se  it  happens  to  cure  the 
venereal  disease  which  no  other  medicine  will  cure — thus 
theyellow  feverof  the  Wesjt  Indies  ahd  of  America  has  been 
cohsidered  a  specific  disease  as  well  as  the  hepatitis  of  the 
East,  and  the  supposition  has  led  to  the  same  unlimited  ad- 
ministration of  mercury;  the  treatment,  moreover,  is  snp- 
ported  by  Beane,  Wright,  Milne,  Clarke,  Chisholm,  &c. — 
Names  of  not  less  weight  and  respectability,  than  Paisle}', 
Duncan,  Curti?,  Clarke,  Saunders,  Curry,  &c, — advocate* 
for  the  same  system  in  hepatitis  aiid  other  hepatic  affec- 
tions — in  despite,  however,  of  the  theory  and  practice  of 
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itttSse  learned  Authors,''the'  yellow  fevtt'  hks  continued 
to  make  its  Aisual  TaVages- — the  consequence  has  been', 
the  disbelief  of  the  doctrine  and  the  discontinuance  of 
the  reuaedy-^a  like  fate  seems,  to  await,  the  indiscrimi- 
;Hatet,use  of  mercury  in  hepatitis  and  other  liver  com- 
plaints, an  event  ardently  to  be  hoped  for,  and  which  I 
anticipate  with  not  less  pleasure  tlian  solicitude. 

In  further  proof  of  the  specific  nature  of  the  Indian 
hepatitis,  Dr.  S.  remarks  that  it  does  not  occur  ^o  fre- 
quently in  the  West-Indies  under  the  same  parallel  of 
latitude — that  such,  hoWevef,  is  the  caie,  where  all  cif- 
pumstances  are  equal,  is  a  matter  not  yet  established— in 
^sprae  Islands  of  the  West-Jndies  and  at  certain  periods, 
fever  of.  so  malignant  a  type  often  prevails  as  to  occasion 
death  in  a  few  days  or  even  hours — the  presence  of  such 
J^j|brra.i(^able  disease  supersedes  all  others. — But  we  can- 
j^ot  thence  infer  that  hepatitis  is/not  as  prevalent  in  the 
,W<Bst  as  in  the  East-Indies — as  well  might  \vc  say  that  it 
.jdoes  not  occur  so  frequently  in  the  East,  because,  in 
Bengal,  Bombay,  &c.  during  the  rainy  season,  it  is  not  he- 
patitis that  prevails,  biit  fever  of  a  most  violent  nature, 
or,  bilious  andpiitrid  fluxes;  whereas,  at  the  same  period 
and  under,  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  in  the  We*t- 
Indies,  hepatitis  and  other  liver  complaints  will  be  found 
to  be  the  most  general,  provided  only    such  quarter 
fee  for  the  time  free  from  any  epidemic. 


.  IS^r,  ^  Clai-k  consida-s  that  the  greater  frequency  of 
hepatitis  ia  India  may  be  accounted  for,  in  spm€ 
measure,  from  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather  being  mojre 
sudden  and  frequent  in  that  country  than  in  theW.-Inelies, 
DIV  L! ad  remarks  that  the  land-winds  blow  at  Madras/ 
aiid  oilier  places  on  the  coast  of  Coroniandef,  in  the 
mont^is  of  April  artd'lVlay,  that  they  are  of  a  hot  suf- 
'fociiting  quality,  and 'their  etKect  on  the  human  body  is 
t^  sii'ut' every  pore  of  tlie'  skiri,  'and  entirely  to  stop  per- 
spiraitlbn.  The  same  winds  do  not  prevail  in  the  West- 
Indies,  and 'may,  therefore,  be  reckoned  as  another 
source  of  difference. 

But,  there  are  other  causes  which  operatestill  more  power- 
fully in  producing  some  diversity  in  the  diseases  of  hot  cli- 
mated, br  in  modifying  their  symj3toms,''ailcl  wkich,  inde- 
pendently of  heat,  aire  never  to'be  overlooked^ — f  meairi  sucli 
as  arise  from  the  natiirie  bif  the  soil,  and  its  state  of  cultivation, 
from  the  presence  or  absence  of  inarehes  and  putrid  waters, 
the  general  face  of  the  coiin'tr}",  and  the  heialthy  or  unhealthy 
situation  fixed  on  for  a  settlement— these  circumstances 
materially  affect  the  condition  of  the '  atmosphere,  and 
consequently  the  health  of  man,  and  Ijy  die! f  operation 
alone  can  we  satisfactorily'  account  for  tlie  difference  of 
disease  and  the  di'frerent  degrees  of  health  in  Bengal, 
Madras,  Bombay  and   Bencoolen,   and  in   the  other 
European  establishments  in  that  quarten-r-The*  sam» 
•auses  will,  likewise,  serve  to  explain  why  malignant 
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fever  prevails  in  some  Islands  of  the  West-Indies  and  in 
6ome  parts  of  the  same  island  more  frequently  than  in 
others, 

i  ■  Ml 

The  last  observatioji  of  Dr.  Saunders  desenes  notice^ 
**  the  exclusive  efficacy  of  mercury  in  the  liver  com- 
" plaints  of  India"  he  says,  "may,  perhaps,  be  explain- 
*'  ed  by  supposing  that  they  arise  from  an  indigenous  or 

local  poison  or  miasma,  peculiar  to  tl^at  country,  unlike 
**any  thing  known  under  similar  latitudes  and  tempera-- 
**tures,  and  for  which  mercury  is  as  much  an  antidote 
**  as  to  the  syphilitic  poison." 

That  mercury  is  no  specific  in  hepatitis,  has  been,  I 
should  hope,  sufficiently  proved ;  as  to  the  other  hypothesis, 
it  is  novel  and  ingenious,  respecting  which  I  shall  only 
remark — if  the  hepatitis  of  India  originated  in  such  ob- 
scure and  invisible  Ipcal  poison  or  miasma,  how  comes  it 
to  be  produced  by  eyideot  and  well-known  causefj  ?  wh^- 
are  males,  almost  exclusively,  the  subjects  of  jt? — ^why  aie 
the  Europeans,  who  live  abstemiously  and  jire  seasoned  to 
the  climate,  and  the  natives  (vyith  the  exception  of  die  in- 
temperate  and  the  careless)  generally  exempted  from  it? 
and  why  should  it  make  its  appearance  in  all  countries 
within  the  tropics,  and  even  in  temperate  latitudes  on  tlie 
appUcation  of  the  usual  exciting  causes  ? 

From  the  foregoing  observations  the  following  con- 
clusions may  be  di-awn  : 

1.  The 
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1.  The  hepatitis  of  the  East-Indies  is  neither  a  specific, 
"disease,  nor  the  endemic  of  the  Indian  Continent,  nor 
is  it  endemic  to  the  European  constitution. 

2.  The  hepatitis  of  the  East- Indies  is  the  same  com- 
plaint with  the  hepatitis  of  the  West-Indies,  and  of  other 
countries  within  the  tropics,  and  differs  from  the  hepatitis 
-of  these  Isingdoms  only  in  degree. 

3.  Mercury  does  not  act  as  a  specific  in  the  hepatitijs  ©f 
•the  East  or  Wfist-Indies^  or  of  any  other  country. 
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'Induration  of  the  Liver,  whether  it  be  preterm 
mturally  enlarged  or  diminished  in  hulk,  or  whether  its 
structure  remain  entire  or  become  altered  and  disorganized, 
is  commonly  designed  by  the  appellation  of  schirrus-this 
term  seems  too  vague,  and  may  produce  practical  errors 
of  great  magnitude,  inasmuch  as  it  confounds  the  different 
species  .nd  varieties  of  induration,  and  the  peculiarities  of 
treatment  adapted  to.  th.  cure  of  each-in  everj'  ease  ot 
genuine  schirrus  I  consider  the  liver  to  be  disorganized  ; 
that  a  small  or  large  portion  of  its  substance  loses  its  na- 
tural functions  and  properties,  becomes  ipipermeable  and 
a  cure  impracticable. 

Schirrus  of  Ihe  liver  may,  arise  from  various  causes  and 
„,ay  exist  in  various  degrees  :-One  species  of  th>s  com- 
plaint I  shall  now  particularly  treat  of  on  account  of  the 
frequency  of  its  occurrence,  and  because  the  usual  mode 
o1  treating  ft  by  mercury  seems  to  be  peculiarly  prc.|n- 
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•dicial — it  depends  on  that  vitiated  state  of  habit  called 

scrofulous,  and  as  in  its  causes  and  phenomena  it  is 

analogous  to  a  similar  condition  of  the  lungs,  originating 

in  the  same  habit,  it  may,  with  propriety,  be  denominated 

■ — scrofulo -schirrus,  or  consumption  of  the  liver, 

ii>i.r.'j  »!  .  ... 
In  prder  to  give  the  irjeader  as  clea^  sip  account  t^is 

coniplaint  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  I  sj^ialj  divide  it 
into  two  stages,  the  incipient  and  confirmed ;  the  former 
is  characterised  by  an  irregularity  and  diminution  of  ap- 
petite, by  nausea,  pj  rosis,  and  a  sense  of  distension  and 
uneasiness  of  stomach — the  bowels  ai'e  constipated  and 
flatulent,  often  griped,   and  their  contents  are  qf  a 
greyish,  clayey  or  darkish  morbid  appearanqe,  or  like  to 
the  grounds  of  coffee  or  chocolate — the  urine  is  mostly 
deficient  in  (juantity,  at  times  abundant — it  may  be  clear, 
muddy,  of  a  straw  colour  without  sedinient,  purplish, or 
reddish,  ,shewing  a  deposit  similar  to  the  lees  of  poirter. 
The  tpn^ue  is  white  or  cream-coloured — the  taste  is* 
vitiated,  sweetish,  bitterish,  brassy  or  unctuous ;  eructa- 
tions are  frequent  and  disagreeable,  they  at  times  give 
out  a  smell  likened  to  that  of  rotten  eggs,  and  often  give  a 
fetor  to  tiie  breath — :a  sense  of  weight  and  oppression,  or  of 
dilaceration  orpain,  is  felt  in  the  right  hypochondre,  occa- 
sionally extending  towards  the  left,  and  to  the  umbilical  rc- 
gion-rrtliis  uneasiness  or  pain  is  sonietimes  aggravated  by 
niising  the  rightarni  or  moving  the  right  leg,andisdiminished 

by 
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by  lying  upon  the  back,  somewhat  inclined  towards  the  right 
side,  which  seems  to  be  the  posture  that  affords  most 
rehef. — As  the  disease  advances  the  vital  and  animal 
functions  are  equally  disturbed  with  the  natural,  a  low  fever 
of  an  intermittent  or  remittent  type  sets  in,  accompanied 
by  head-ach,  by  partial  or  general  sweats,  or  by  flushings  of 
the  face,  praecordial  anxiety,  and  loss  of  flesh  and  strength 
—the  intellect  becomes  clouded,  stupor  and  drowsiness 
come  on,  and  the  mind  is  alternately  elevated  and  de- 
pressed— these  symptoms  are  attended  or  followed  by 
cough  with  mucous  or  morbid  expectoration,  dyspncea 
and  palpitation.  Indolence  begets  ennui,  yet  fatigue  and 
debility  succeed  to  slight  exertion — the  frame  of  body 
Somewhat  alters,  it  is  bent  forward,  the  shoulders  are 
elevated,  and  the  capacity  of  the  thorax  is  diminished 
whilst  that  of  the  abdomen  is  increased — the  complexion 
changes  from  the  sickly  sallow  to  the  dusky  red,  or  to  a 
yellow,  mahogany  or  leaden  colour — the  skin  Hrcomes 
constricted  and  irritable ;  in  one  patient  a  puffiness 
of  the  integuments  suddenly  t  ame  on,  and  as  suddenly 
disappeared;  this  puffiness  gave  a  swolfcn  bloated  ap- 
pearance to  the  face,  hands  and  body,  was  attended  with 
general  uneasiness,  and  was  generally  preceded  by  op- 
pression an  ^considerable  flatidence  of  stomach  and 
intestines,  on  the  expulsion  of  which  it  immediately 
subsided — the  features  lose  their  expression,  the  muscles 
their  power  of  action^  and  both  are  alil<e  indicative  of 
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languor  of  body  and  torpidity  of  intellect ; — as  the  di&> 
ease  advances  the  appetite  becomes  fastidious  j  at  tinie$ 
there  is  a  great  desire  for  animal  food,  but  generally  speak-- 
ing',  diet  of  every  kind  is  loathed,  yet  the  body  sufiers  if 
the  stomach  be  empty  ; — the  secretions  of  the  abdomina^ 
viscera  are  vitiated,  chylification  is  defective,  the  systea> 
loses  its  due  supply  of  healthy,  and  is  scantily  suppliecj 
with  morbid  chyle,  purplish  spots  of  the  size  of  a  pea 
©ccasionally  appear  upon  the  lower  extremities,  vertigo 
and  head-ach  come  on  with  a  sense  of  sinking  and  fre- 
quent sighing,  shooting  pains  ai'e  felt  in  both  hypochondres, 
in  the  umbilical  region  and  in  the  back,  loins,  slioulder.s, 
wrists  and  ankles ;  and  hemorrhagics^  not  uufrequently 
take  place,  from  the  nose,  gums,  stomach,  bowels  or 
liver, — confirmed  hectic  now  sets  in — or,  tlie  l}"mphatij; 
system  is  deranged,  and  dropsy  follows;  in  either  case 
death  su|3€r\enes — and  as  in  scrofulo-pulmonary  con- 
sumption the  patient  is,  at  times,  unexpectedly- 
carried  off  by  the  rupture  of  a  blood-vessel  or  absces? 
In  the  lungs,  so  in  the  scrofulo-hepatic  con'sumptiou 
the  same  event  may  occur  by  the  rupture  of  a  blood- 
vessel or  abscess  iu  the  liver. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  «crofulo-schirrous  or  coa^ 
*umptive  liver,  which,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  la  slil! 
imperfect;  indeed,  in  its  early  stage  it  is  d  fficuk,  if  not 
iuipgssible,  to  ,^Ute  any  single  diagnostic  symptom  by 

which 
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which  it  can  be  distinguished,  or  to  comprise  in  a  few 
words,  tlie  wide  range  and  mutable  ctiaracter  of  diis 
Protean  disorder,  I  should  hope,  however,  that 
when  all  the  symptoms  are  taken  into  consideration  with 
that  particular  habit  in  which  it  commonly  occurs,  the 
intelligent  practitioner  will,  in  general,  be  enabled  to  dis- 
cover its  existence;  at  the  same  time  we  may  obseiTe, 
that  it  is  not  unfrequently  obscure  in  its  nature,  that  it 
puts  on  the  appearance  of,  and  is  mistaken  for,  other  dis- 
eases, and  that  after  having  been,  for  years,  the  cause' 
of  uneasiness  and  distress,  it  will  be  detected  at  a  period 
when  every  effort  to  diminish  its  violence,  or  to  stop  its 
progress,  will  prove  unavailing. 

Scrofulo-schirrus  of  the  liver  is  often  an  Required,  oftener 
an  hereditarj',  disease— like  others  originating  in  {jcrofula, 
it  may  long  lie  dormant  from  the  absence  of  its  several 
predisposing  and  exciting  causes — it  may  be  evolved 
by  whateyer  induces  an  irregular  action  of  the  vessels 
of  the  liver  in  pariicular,  or  exlia^^^ts^^and  impaii-s  tlie 
body  in  general,  as  hepatitis,  e?;c.es^f,ve  heat,  de- 
pressing or  more  violent  passions, .  fever.^,  intemperance 
in  drinking,  long  fasting,  night  wutchinr,  intense 
sti^dy,  &-C. — and  it  may  be  produced,  mor^  especially 
during  Wxc  period  of  infancy  an'd childhood,  by  a  scanty  or 
unwholesome  diet,  by  impure  air,  want  of  cleanliness  and 
exercise,  and  by  all  those  ciiuses  which  injpair  digestion, 
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vitiate  the  circulation,  and  whicli,  consequent^,  excite 
Inoi-bid  actions  of  -the  sanguiferous  and 'lymphatic  sj^tems. 

This  coraplaint,  is;  ohservabie  in,  eyeiy- -temperament, 
perhaps  chiefly  ^  in  tjie  sanguineo-phlegmatic  and  the 
melancholic  : — It  attacks  those  of  a  slender  rather  than  of 
a  rpbvist  make ;  the  muscle  is  flaccid,  the  skin  soft,  the  hair 
and  eyes  are  occasionally  dark,  often er  of  a  hght  coloyr, 
the  tunica  adnata  is  of  a  dull  white,  tinged  with  yellow, 
and  the  complexion  is  pale  orsallow; — the  face  appears  p 
if  besmeared  witji^grease,  the  eyes  are  t^n-der,  afl.d,,the 
!p,d^es  of  the  eycrlicjis  apt  to  inflame  and  plc^'ateo^.-px- 
posuf^,,  t^^lpold  ah:,  in,t^n?e  heat,  Jight^  &c.-^thq  , upper 
lip  is  often  swelled  and  thickened,,  the  body  is  irritable,  is 
readily  chilled,  and.  as  readily,, overheated  ;  alert  and 
zictivje,  it  is  little  able;  tO;  iindergo  fatigxie  or  to.  mak,e  any 
considtfrable  exertion — the  feet  and  hajids  are  subject  to 
chilblains,  and.  the  extremities-  , of:,  jjUe  fingers  ^r^  fi'e- 
quently  truncated. 

J]l^hej„ipi.nd  participates  somewhat  pf,  the  sta^ip  .of.,  body 
now  described  jt  is  irritated,  depi'essedor  ex)dUrate4,by 
slight  causes,  is  affected,  by  .s.i^dden.  yicissitudes  pjE^  the 
weather,  is  frequently  ove^rca^t  ftemporary  gloom, 
and  seems  to  be  radier  marked  by  quickness  of  apprehen- 
SToh  thAn  depth  of  iin^erstaiidi hg.  ^ 

,j^^have  obseiTed  that  this  complaint  is  licreditary ;  to 
this  subject  jny  attention  was  first  directed  I>y  repeated 
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examinations  of  the  enlarged  and  tense  abdomen  of 
childten,  in  numerous  instances  of  which,  a  tumefaction 
or  hardness  of  the  liver,  or  both,  may  be  detected  by 
the  touch. — This  state  of  the  liver  and  abdomen  is  ac- 
companied by  a  preternatural  appearance  of  tlie  foeces 
and  urine,  by  a  pale  or  sallow  complexion,  mostly  by  a 
low  irregular  fever,  by  cough,  dyspna;a,  and,  at  times, 
by  jaundice. — The  majority  of  these  little  patients  bear 
inaHcs  of  scrofula  in  their  squalid  countenances,  and  in 
the  appearance  of  their  eyes,  hair  and  general  habit — 
they  are  subject  to  colicky  pains,  to  convulsions,  and  to 
herpetic  eruption,  to  affections  of  the  eye«,  to  rickets,  to 
hydrocephalus  internus,  and  to  swellings  of  the  cervical 
glands ;  and  when  farther  advanced  in  years  to  pulmonaiy, 
hepatic,  or  other  organic  consumption  : — amongst  the 
children  so  affected,  many  had  had  diseased  and  many 
healthy  nutses — some  had  been  spoon-fed,  others  half- 
fed,  but  all  had  been  neglected  or  mal  treated. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  child,  my  atten- 
tion was  subsequently  directed  to  that  of  the  parent— 
here,  an  ample  field  for  investigation  was  opened,  and 
this  served,  in  many  instances,  to  elucidate  appearances 
previously  involved  in  obscurity. 

I  found  that  sometimes  one,  and  sometimes  both  the 
pareuU  of  these  children,  were  of  the  scrofulous  habit, 
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and  when  young  had  been  affected  with  one  or 
more  of  the  complaints  last  mentioned ;— that  som6 
had  hecdiiie' subject  to  catarrh^  to  cynanche  tonsillaris 
or  to.  asthma;  some  to  irregular  actions  of  the 
stomach)  bowels  or  urinary  orgahs ;  that  miiny  were 
labouring  under  scrofulo-schirrous  liver,  or  pulmonaiy 
consumption— and  that  several  had  fallen  victims  to  the^e 
di$ea;ses — tracing  this  inquiry  a  generation  back|  ?! 
discovered,  that  some  of  the  ancestors  of  these  parents  had 
been  attacked  with  similar  disorders,  and  had  been  carried 
off  in  a  similar  manner — such  was  the  result  of  this  investiga- 
tion ;  from  a  review  of  which,  and  of  every  circumstance 
connected  with  the  subject,  it  would  appear,  that  the 
enlargement  or  hardness  of  the  liver,  and  of  the  other 
abdominal  viscera  of  children,  is  generally  scrofulous ; 
that  it  is  an  hereditary  and  may,  be  an  acquired  disease, 
and  that  the  schirrous  liver  of  adults  is,  likewise,  often 
of  a  scrofulous  nature. 

And  here  I  may  observe,  that  as  on  the  one  hand, 
scrofula  of  the  liver,  or  of  other  organs  or  parts  of  the 
body,  may  be  produced,  even  in  the  children  of  healthy 
parents  ;  and  once  produced,  maybe  entailed  on  succeed- 
ing generations;  so,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  fee  a 
consolation  to  those  suffering  from  scrofulo-schirrous 
liver  to  reflect,  that  this  disease  may,  not  only,  not  extend 
itself  to  the  whole,  but  not  even  to  any  one  of  their 
offspring;  if  the  complaints  incidental  to  infants  be  in 
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ihe|?)»  judiciously  treated,  if  tlieir  digestive  organs  be 
kept  in  a  healtiiy  state,  and  if,  through  Ufe,  all  those  means 
he  employed  which  tend  to  invigorate  the  fibre  and  give 
energy  to  the  nerve. 

Scrofulo^schirrous  liver  is,  perhaps,  with  the  exception 
of  pulmonary  consumption,   the  disease  to  which  the 
-inhabitants  of   this  kingdom  arc  most  subject — ^it  at- 
tacks the  very  young,  the  middle  aged,  and  those  far 
advanced  in  years; — it  is  usually  slow  in  its  progress, 
and  is  oftep  mistaken  for  disorders  of  the  Kings— both  lobes 
are  commonly  aftected,  the  right  generally  in  the  first  in- 
stance, in  a  greater  degree  tiian  the  left ;  but  as  tlie  e©ni>  • 
plaint  advances,  the  left  lobe  fiom  its  enlargement  and 
hard  ness  seems  to  partake  more  considerably  of  the  d  iseased 
action — females  are.  rather  more  subjectf  to  this  complaint 
than  males,  but  it  appears  to  differ  somewhat  in  its  progress 
hi  the  different  sexes— *in  the  female,  it'is  usually  obscure 
and  slow  in  its  course,  and  often  assumes  the  appearance 
of  other  diseases— the  liver  is  frequently,  diminished  in 
bulk  and  weight,  and  the  patient  commonly  dies  hectic— 
whereas,  in  the  male,  the  symptoms  are  more  prominent 
'^nd  rapid,  the  liver  is  generally  enlarged,  and  thecom- 
^pjaint  is  more  frequently  accpmjpanied  by  dropsy. 

cijoThere  are  various  di'grecs  of  the  scrofulo-schirrous  or 
*  consumptive  liver — under  any  degree  of  itj  some  appre- 
'  henMon  ia  to  be  entfevtaincd  for  the  future  safety  of  the 

patient; 
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patient ;  if  H  be  confirmed,  a  cure  is  rather  to  be  wished 
for  than  expected — ttie  probability  of  affording  perma- 
nent relief,  6V  of  checking  its  progress,  will  depend  on 
ihe  stage  to  which  it  has  advanced,  on  the  age,  constitu- 
jtion  and  habits  of  the  patient,  and  qn  the  causes  hj 
which  it  was  produced. 

This  complaint  ocoiars  cliiefly  as  an  liereditary  affec- 
tion. It  appears  that  a  small  or  large  portion  of  the  liver, 
in  those  born  of  scrofulous  parents,  may  be  imperfectly 
evolved  or  deficientln  vitality — such  portion  is  particularly 
liable  to  morbid  or  irregular  actions  from  trifling  causes  j 
hence,  an  irregular  or  vitiated  secretion  of  bile — -after  an 
uncertain  period,  if  these  morbid  actions  continue,  or  be 
aggravated,  disorgani^iation  takes  place,  or  a  death  of  the 
part  succeeds  i  when  Mood-vessels  and  fibres,  nerves  and 
'lymphatics  are  obliterated  and  destroyed-r-the  diseased 
portion  becomies  tuberculous,  soft  or  hard,  kucytted  and 
impermeaWle,  and  a  cure  impracticable — to  rcno-vatfl  or 
re-organize  such  portion,  all  endeavours  must  prove  fruit- 
Jess;  even  the  hereuiean  powers  of  mercury  cannot  here 
•avail — isit  within  the  province  of  medicine  to  re-organi^e 
ihe  dead^ 

Dissection  presents  to  the  view  an  irregularly  disorganized 
mass,  interspersed  with  tubercles  or  small  abscesses ;  and^ 
at  times,  with  fatty  and  curd -like  substances,  differing  in 
.size,  colour  and  consistence — some  vessejs  are  obliterated^ 
some  enlarged,  and  some  diminished  in  djameter— at  one 

time 
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tiiii«  th^- liver  is  considerably  enlarged,  atanqtlier,  dimi^ 
nished  in  bulk— rone  portion  is  softer  and  paler,  anotber 
harder  and  darker  tban  natural— but  the  whole  exhibits  to 
the  eye  a  confused,  niisshapen  mass,  unlike  to  any  thing 
organic,  unfit  to  fulfil  any  function,  and  incapable  of  being 
acted  on  by  any  remedy. 

In  the  early  stages  of  this  complaint  much  may  be  acconii- 
plished  by  a  fit  regimen,  and  by  a  full  and  judicious  admi^ 
njstration  of  ou,r  remedies;  but  a  length  of  time  must  elapse 
before  the  disease  c^n  be  checked,  or.  the  health  re-^ 
established. 

Whatever  tends  to  strengthen  the  frame  and  to  pre- 
serve a  healthy  action  of  the  surface,  will  prove  ser-» 
viceable— ^the  vfvrious  means  pf  accomplishing  these  objects 
I  ,shalji  nQ\v  enumerate; — In  the  majority  of  cases,  a 
regular  supply  of  animal  food  constitutes  a  principal 
branch  of  the  ^rf atijient— it  should  be  given  in  small 
guantity  twice  or  thrice  daily — the  kind  must  depend,  in 
some  measure,  on  the  palate  and  stomach  of  tjie  patient; 
generally  speaking,  butcher's  meat,  simply  dressed  and 
tender,  is  preferable  to  every  other — if  this  should  not 
agree,  poultry,  or  white  and  shell-fish  may  be  taken,  or 
rabbits  or  wild-fowl — the  gravy  of  meat  is  nutritious,  and 
in  some  instances,  extremely  useful — puddings  of  various 
kinds,'  as  rice,  bread  and  custard,  may  be  given ;  or,  blancr 
nianger  or  arrow-root — asses  milk  is  beneficial — cow's 
hjilkj  warmed  and  mixed  with  soda-water,  is  adrink  equally 
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grateful  and  salutary— vegetables  may  be  used  in  small  quan* 
;jity — they  should  be  well  boiled,  and  such  only  should  be 
<;hosep  as  are  least  apt  to  produce  flatulence  of  the  .stoinach 
and  intestines. 

All  food,  difficult  of  digestion,  is  injurious; — such  ar« 
dried,  baked  or  highly  seasoned  meats,  toasted  cheese, 
melted  butter,  r«d  or  dried  fish,  pastr)-,  salads,  soups,  and 
tea  and  coflfee. 

Of  the  various  table  drinks,  pure  water  is  entitled  to  a 
.preference^  as  it  is  best  calculated  to  promote  digestion; — 
the  seltzer  or  so  da-water  is  sometimes  taken  with  advantage, 
in  cases  of  acidity,  or  in  spasmodic  affections  of  the  stomach. 

The  inore  pure,  light  and  generous  the  wine,  the 
more  healthful— Claret,  Port  or  Hock,  Teneriffe, 
ISIadeira  or  Bucellas  may  be  taken  in  moderate  qmriitity — 
malt  liquors  ahd  domestic  wines  are  grateful  to  the  palate, 
and  improve  the  appetite  df  some  patients;  cider  and 
^erry,  of  others;  and  where  foreign  wines  ate  hot  to' be 
had,  or  are  found  to  disagree,  these  liquors,  or  spirituous 
ones,  largely  diluted,  are  allowable. 

The  warm  sea-bath  is  deserving  of  particular  notice — 
It  acts  as  a  restorative  and  determines  to  the  surface — the 
temperature  of  the  water  should  be  about  96".  Fahrenheit, 
and  the  period  for  remaining  in  it,  from  1 5  to  40  minutes — 
this  may  be  employed  every  second  or  third  day — as  soon 
as  the  patient  acquires  strength  sufficient  to  bear  the  shock 
of  the  cold  or  shower-bath,  they  promise  to  be  beneficial. 

Gentle 
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Gentle  cxercis^  6r^  horseback  excites  the  Atsjels  of  the 
!ive^  and  of  evfery  otliet  viscu^;'and  contributes,  in  an 
femui'ent  '^^'eeVto  the  relief  of  the  compTaint,  and  to 
the  restoration  of  general  health— warm  clothitig,  a  mild 
ttp,  ''eavly  houTS  and  the  use  of  the  flesh-bf  Ush,'  are  highly 
efficacious-a  cold  and  moist,    or  a  warm  and  moist 
atmosphere,  \s  to  be  avoided,  for  they  depress,  in  a  re- 
inarkable  degree,  every  function  and  principle  of  hfe. 
^•'^ff'Ylle*  disease  be  far  advanced,  and  hectic  fever  be 
present,   a  sea  H^oyage '  and  a  more  genial  climate  may 
^Vove  salutary-bat,  if  circumstances  c^ist  which  forbid  the 
removal  of  the  patient,  an  artificial  climatekidy  Re  formed 
during  our  rigorous  season ;  and  the  many,  disadvantages  of 
a  foreign  residence  ,  wiU  be   thus  avoided  ;-5paciou£ 
well-ventilated  apartments,  in  which  a  mUd  and  equable 
teipperature  is  preserved,  may  answer.every  purpose  j  and 
^  the  comfortjs  ^lud  couveniencies  of  a  liome,  and  a 
family,  ma:y^at  the  same  U«e.  be^^njoyed.-The  mind  to 
be  gently  excitedby  lightstudiesandagreeable  rccreat.qnsi 
for,  as  anxiety  and  intense  thought  depress  the  nervous 
system,  and  debilitate  the  frame;  ,so,    jbe  ^beauues 
of  literature,  the  charms  of  music,  and  the  joys  o^^^*^'^^' 
■   delighting  the  imagination   and  pleasing  our  fcehngs, 
enliven  the  circulation  and  invigorate  the  body. 

The  remedies  to  bo  employed  internally  are,  peruvian 
bark,  chulybctes,  sulphuric  acid,  crystals  of  tartar  and  some 
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minepal  waters — these  assist  the  appetite  and  digestion,  aod 
give  tone  and  energy  to  the  system — their  appUcatipn  to  par- 
ticular ages  and  constitutions  must  be  left  to  the  judgme^.t;^ 
©f  the  praptitioner— the  occasional  use.  of  cathartics  ^  ■^i:. 
sentially  necessary  to  keep  up  the  action  of  the  intestines. 

The  Bavk  may  be  given  ui  powder,  decoction  or  infu- 
sion, singly  or  combined— when  taken  in  substance,  _jt 
produces  its  best  effects  ;  but  cases  occur,  where  it  run* 
»ff  by  the  bowels,  uuless  taken  in  a  liquid  state,^  or 
shortly  after  a  light  meal — in  ll»€se^^|cas€^,  ^he  nvosf. 
useful  and  palatable  form,  in  which  it  can  be  admi- 
nistered,  is  that  of  simple  infusion ; — it  ff|ay  bcs  triturated 
with  magnesia  and  infused  in  cold  distilled  water — or,  itt 
may  be  infused  in  lime  -water,  and  thus  prepared,  it  is 
suited  to  particular  conditions  of  the  stomach. 

Of  the  various  chalybeates,  the  muriated  and  ac£- 
Lited  tinctures  of  iron  seem  to  be  most  efficacious — the 
former  is  the  more  active ;  it  should  be  given  in  small 
•loses,  largely  diluted  with  water,  and  must  be  taken  for  ^ 
considerable  time  in  order  to  produce  any  good  effect — in 
many  instances,  the  powers  of  this  medicine  are  in- 
creased  by  dilution  with  tepid  water — a  pleasurable 
sensation  is  thus  excited  in  the  stomach,  and  a  glow  of  hieat 
diffused  over  the  surface — the  acetated  tincture  may 
given  in  any  convenient  vehicle,  perliaps,  there  isnone  pre- 
ferable to  asses  milk  or  runnet-whey.-r-The  sulphuric  atid 
way  be  mixed  with  the  baik  iafusipn,  gr  be  takeain  water. 

The 
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The  purgative  is  to  be  adapted  to  the  constitution- 
rhubarb,  ipecacuanha  and  ginger,  agree  with  some— aloe, 
capsicum  and  soap,  or  the  cathatic  extract,  with  others  }^ 
whilst  a  few  require  (he  warmer  tinctures,  or  the  cooling 

salts. 

The  native  springs  of  this  kingdom,  which  I  have  ob- 
served to  be  serviceable,  are,  the  chalybeate  and  sulphu-" 
reous-of   the   former   I  shall  mention  Ballyspallen 
and  Castleconhel-bf  the.  latter  Spas,  Ssvadlinbar,  Lucan 
and  the  Golden  Bridge-this  last  has' been  lately  dis- 
covered in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin;aV,d  seems  entitled  to  our 
consideration^it  acts  as  a  gentle  diuretic  in  most  cases;  it 
likewise  promotes  appetite  and  digestion,  and  corrects 
various  anomalous  morbid  actions  of  the  stomach,  bowels 
aind  biliary  organ. 

The  local  treatment  consists  in  the  use  orromentations, 
in  the  application  of  leeches  and  filisters,  and  of  stimulating 
liniments  and  aromatic  plasters-in  simple  friction,  and  .n 
the  insertion  of  setons  or  issnes-the  proper  time  to  h» ;e 
recourse  to  one  or  more  of  these  remedies,  must  be 
determined  by  ihe  discernment  of  the  physician. 
-I  have  nJ^  here  made  mention  of  the  biacrs  ani 
alkalis,  usually  administered,  to  supply  that  dcficu^ncy 
rf  bile,  so  uniformly  a  consequence  of  the  d>sease- 
dm.  these   remedies  may  be  ..sefully  exhibited  m 
moderate. doses,.- and  in  certain^  ^e'  stomach 


.59 


and  liyer,  I  grant ;  but  their  present  injuclicious  ahd  indis- 
criminate use  Weakens  the  tone  of  the  stomach,  and  alters 
the  properties  of  the  gastric  juice  ; — ^and  when  the  changes 
•  Ihey  mvlst  undergo,  before  they  reach  the  intestines, 
are  considered,  and  contrasted  with  the  natural  changes 
produced  by  a  mixture  of  the  bile  with  the  aliment,  the 
difference  will  appear  to  be  such,  as  often  to  place  in  a 
questionable  shape,  the  propriety  of  their  exhibition. 

I  have  now  delivered  my  sentiments  on  the  plan  of 
treatment,  which  appears  to  me  best  calculated  for  the 
relief  of  the  scrofulo-schin'ous  or  consumptive  liver. — I 
have  already  stated,  that  it  is  the  most  common  com- 
plaint of  this  viscus,  and  one  which  is  very  fre- 
quently met  with  in  this  kingdom;  I  may  likewise  ob- 
serve, that  it  is  one,  for  the  cure  of  which  mercury 
is  constantly  administered  i  if  the  view,  however,  which 
I  have  taken  of  it  be  correct,  it  must  appear  that  mer- 
cury will  not  be  merely  inefficient,  but  injurious ;  because, 
so  far  from  curing  scrofula  under  any  shape,  it  aggi^a- 
vates  its  symptoms  when  existing,  or  calls  it  into 
action  when  it  might  otherwise  hare  lain  dormant. 

In  the  following  Cases  I  have  particularly  attended  to 
tlie  constitution  of  the  patients,  and  of  their  families; 
from  a  considei'ation  of  which,  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
symptoms,  I  conclude  that  they  properly  come  under  the 
denomination  of  the  scrofulo-schirrons  or  consumptive 
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A^^'^i;^^*®*^  f  a»es  may,  morepvj^r,  enable  us  to  form  jurt 

^notions  on  the  present  subject^  tp,  explain  some 
peculiarities  of  its  nature. 

Case. — Mr.  C.  aged  46,  of  a  melancliolfe  tcoaperai^enf, 
with  da  A  hair  and  cye«,  was,  for  man^  .y€>*e«j,  sMhr 

jectto  slig;ht  fugitive  pai«s,  throughout  tl^  aWomen,  and 

.  *9  th.«  various  symptoms  that  attend  an,  iniperf^iBtflte  of 
the.  digestive  organs— nhe  twice  laboured  und^t:  js^Bdice, 

^and  was  twice  salivated — temporary  relief  was  obtained  i 
feut  about  six  months  subsequent  to  each  course  of  mercury, 
the  disease  increased— on  examination,  both  lobes  of  the 
liver  were  found  diminished  in  bulk  and  somewhat  indu- 
rated— ^latterly,  he  made  trial  of  the  steel  and  tonic  plan  of 
treatment,  and  with  some  benefit. — This  Gentleman  hashati 
six  chilclren — 3  boys,  3  girls; — one  of  the  girls  died  of 
liydrocephaius  internus — another  has  several  sores  in'  her 

\ight  f6ot,  and  the  third  is' subject  to  erysipelas  ofth* 
face  and  to  herpetic  eruptions one  of  the  boys  has  lost 

■^{hie  sight  bt  his  leh  ey6  trom  an  opacity  o^'tlie  crystal- 
lin^  lens — a  second  is  asthmatic— ilie  t^ird',  in  appearance, 

"is  healthy.— The  mother  of  these  children  is  of  a  liale 
constitution— their  grandfathe'f'died  o^  aStHnVa— ib'e  state 
of  tlie  children  of  tliis  patient  confirmed  nie  in  die  idi  a 
that  his  liver-tomplaint  ivus  scrofulous,  and  tiiai  the 
«.se  of  raercuiy  had  bt;eu,  iujudiciouiL 

"  .May,  1808. — Mr.  W.  aged  3u,  of  »  scrofulous  habit;, 

r;.>i!r:;;  ■     I'M  v.  -  "p  ^ ''U^        '  ,  '  i' 

complained,  tw  six  year-,  of  couoh  aiici  dvipnaca, 

aiicnded 
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attended  by  hoamopt} sis,  and  by  gross,  heavy  expectOK 
ration — the  treatment  had  been  solely  directed  to 
the  relief  of  th«  chest,  witliout  affording  benefit — the 
-complexion  was  sallow,  and  the  appetite  and  bowels  were 
considerably  disturbed — on  examipation>  th6  left  lobe  0f 
the  liver  wm  found  enlarged  and  hardened— -on  thv»  dis* 
covcry,  a  more  nutritious  diet  *v!as  allowed  a^d  exercise  on 
horseback  recommended ;  the  acetated  tincture  of  iron 
was  given  in  asses  milk,  and  the  sulphat  of  magnesia 
taken  as  a  purgative — the  complexion  became  clearer 
— the  pectoral  symptoms  were  relieved,  and  some 
emendment  took  place  in  die  general  health. 

Here,  the  lungs  were  but  secondarily,  though  seriously 
affected — the  complaint,  in  the  first  instance  was  scrofulo- 
schirrus  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  ,.„r,«,v 

•  This  Gehtleman  had  four  children— one  ^ys^iiibjlcC'fo 
Attacks  of  colic— a  setortd  fo  slight  ihflafrimatibn  of  tfe 
eyes— Ins  father  died*" of  Kvef-'a^cjpleji)-.  ^  ' 

Case.    March,  1 80fl.— I  >i§ited  ^  pentleitvin,  «igie4 
-,?f  *  sangiiine  temperanjent  d^i ,  scijofulpus  'h^bit, 
who  had  hatl,  each  spri  n^  for .  ^fifteen ,  ;y,^y^„  ^  slight  or 
violent  attack  of  bilious  colic^  fpr^he  cu>re     which  he  had 
^t^en  purgatiyes  and  ^iluepj^;— ^l^outfi^ur  months  before  I 
s?iwhim,  ap  unufual,f\)lnes^;^  th^  right  lobe 

of  the  liver  were  detected  by  the  touch—*  slight  pain  wa;? 

felt 
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icltin  the  right  shoulder,  and  he  complained  of  cough  and 
dyspnaea— to    remove   these  affections  he  was  fully 
mercnrialised— the    consequenpe   was,    a  more  trou- 
blesome cough,  more  laborious  respiration  and  a  loss  of 
Strength-^but  no  change  in  the  liver- com  plaint— he  then 
made  use  of  purg;^tives,  of  the  Jcelandrmoss,  and  of  the 
muri^ted  tincture  of  iron,  and  with  manifest  advantage 
—his  diet  was  light  and  nutritious, 

No  cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  presence  of  these 
complaints;— he  had  two  children  grown  up,  apparently 
healthy— two  were  carried  off  in  their  infancy  by  dropsy 
of  the  brain, —The  father  of  this  patient  died  of  asth^na 
and  hydrothorax. 

Case.    In  April,  1808,  I  was  in  attendance  on  a 
;young  lady  of  a  strumous  habit,  who  had  been  hectic  for 
better  than  two  years ;  in  whom,  the  prominent  symptoms 
were,    cough,   dyspnaea,  and,  occasionally,  haemop- 
tysis-the  digestive  9ind  uterine  functions  were  impaired, 
and  she  was  much  debilitated-she  had,  for  about  a  month 
before,  felt  acute  pain  in  her  right  side,  and  a  swelling 
had  begun  to  shew  itself  posteriorly,  below  the  false  ribs, 
when,  the  cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing  abated 
the  ground  of  the  complaint  being  hepatic,  mercury  was 
administered    and    salivation    produced-during  the 

continuance  of  the  mercurial  fever,  the  pains  of  the 

side 
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side  were,  at  times,  more  acute,  though  she  thought  het 
'gfeneral  heaUh   improved— about  a  month  afterwards 

dropsy  followed,  death  closed  the  scene.  ^Was  th« 

pulmonary,  in  this  instance, ''the' consequence  of  th^ 
hepatic  affection  ? — or  were  thej'  co-existent  ? — Wa»  not 
this  a  case  of  scrofulo-schirrous  liver? — Did  not  the 
oiercurial  action  hurry  on  the  dropsical  symptoms  and 
cause  a  premature  death  ? — the  mother  of  this  patient 
died  of  a  liver-complaint  and  dropsy,  and  one  of  her 
sisters  is  ill  of  catarrhus  vesicae. 

Case. — Some  months  ago  I  saw  a  Gentleman  who  had 
been  confined  to  bed  for  a  fortnight— he  complained  of 
shooting  pains  in  his  wrists,  shoulders  and  ankles,  in 
both  hypochondres  and  in  the  umbilical  region — on  exa- 
mination, both  lobes  of  the  liver  seemed  to  be  somewhat  hard- 
ened and  diminished  in  bulk — he  was  fretful  and  anxious, 
sighed  frequently,^  made  deep  inspirations  and  sudden 
expirations— had  palpitations  and   weaknesses,  partial 
clammy  perspirations  of  tbe.^hiead :,.,and^^  "r^^y^h 
,ings   of  the  face,  and   an  uneasy  heat  in  the  palms 
of ^ the  hands  and  soles  of  the  feet — the  bowels  were 
imtable  and  the  pulse  was  irregular  and  intermitting — in 
this  state  he  continued  four  days ;  a  few  minutes  before  he 
breathed  his  last,  the  abdomen  swelled  to  an  unusual 
size — diluents  and  purgatives  had  been  recommended — the 
faces  were  blackish,  brownish,  tinged  with  blood  and 

mucus. 
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fcacus.— This  Gentleman  had  been  for  yean,  what  is 
tailed,  bilious-was  scrofulous,  of  a  delicate  form  and 
.allow  complexion-about  tliree  yeare  before,  he  »as 
seized  with  violent  pains  in  the  right  hypochondriac  and 
in.  tbe  «n.bilical  region,  which  terminated  by  a  coptous 
^pch»r«e:ftqm  the  bowels,  of  a  matter  tesembWng  d.e 
^unds  of  coffee.  ,. -.li'l 

This  case  presents  some  of  the' syni^S'bf'tJie  last 
"•stegi '  of  scrofulo-schirrous,  or  consumpuve  liver.-Was 
.he  sudden  death  owing  to  the  rupture  of  an  absce»  or 
Wood-vessel  of  the  liver  .'^This  Gendematt  has  left  four 
t,hildren-two  Krofulous-two  apparendy  of  sound  co»- 
5t,tnti.n-his  father  died  of, a. disease  ,f,  the  bowels-h.s 
mother,  of  pulmonary  consumption. 
-''■«iir-5fe:-'k'aged  24.,  of  a  delicate  constitution, 
ttJ feSini-tained  for  months,  of  fugitive  pains  in  the  r-ght 
'bvpochondre,    S>nd.  throughout  the  abdomen-|^h,ch 
latteriy  had  become  more  frequent  ahd  violent-the  in- 
ferior anterior  portion  of  the  right  lobe  w^.  ha»lea- 
.a  and  diminished  in  size-the  bowels  were  sluggish  ^d 
.heir  contents  raorbid-a  low  fever  existed,  and  a 
^arrif  head  and  eye-balls,  was  a  distressing  and  alm<«t 
hsdAi  ^inpiiW-the  taste  Vai  vitiated  brassy  or  bit- 

tf^isH;  arid  the  general  health  was  .nuch. reduced. 

■■  -  '   ' .■•'(r.tin.->.-  »"i ir.>"  ^  ^  The 
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The  symptoms  here,  seemed  to  denote  the  progress  o( 
scrofulo-schirrus  of  the  liver,  towards  the  second  stage 
—-it  Was  happily  checked  by  the  use  of  purgatives, 
steel,  the  tepid  bath  and  the  restorative  regimen. — -This 
Lady  lias  one  child  subject  to  attacks  of  head-ach  ; — her 
father  died  of  liver-apoplexy, 

CfASE.— W.  M.  aged  28,  a  printer,   of  a  melan- 
cholic   temperament,    sallow    complexion   and  icrdW 
fulous  habit,    had    complained,   for    five    years,  eif 
slight  fugitive   pains    in  the  region    bt    the  greaf 
lobe  of  the  liver,   occasionally  extending'  through  thf 
left — the  bowels  were  irregular  and  the  foeces  and  urine 
preternatural— he  was  weak  and  emaciaiied,  hiid  little  ap-' 
petite,  and  was  subject  to  low  fever  and  to  partial  perspira- 
tions blr  the  head  and  breast — ^this  nian  had  been  tvVice 
mercurialised — whilst  under  the  influence  of  mercury  hj>' 
thought  himself  easier ;  shortly  afterwaids,  there  was  an 
aggravation  of  the  symptoms,  and  debility  and  emaciatioj*' 
followed. 

'        .    .^         .         .,  ...   Lf.  4      x-:  ii./ 

During  two  months  he  madip  trial  of  the  wafnt^ 
bjath,  tlie  muriated  tincture  of  iron^  purgatives  an4f 
the  sulphureous  sj>a — the  aromatic  plaster  »;as  applied, 
upon  the  part  affected  and  a  generous  diet  lecovfir^ 
mended — his  general  health  has  amended  and  the  local 
uneasiness  is  diminished. — ^This  patient  has  two  cbil- 
4fen,  one  ricketty  and  ill  of  vUceratibn  of  th^"'  'kyti 
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lids; — ^he  has  had  two  brothers  and  two  sisters,  both 
brothers  died  of  pulmonary  consumption,  ^the  sister*  are 
healthy — his  father  died  of  dropsy,  and  was,  what  is 
•ommonly  called,  scorbutic — his  mother  had  a  hale 
oonstitution. 

Case. — In  the  autumn  and  winter  of  1808,  I  visited  a 
Lady  about  50  years  old,  of  a  strumous  constitution  and 
deUcate,  irritable  frame — she  complained  of  being  bilious, 
that  is,  of  indigestion — in  the  early  part  of  life  she  had 
enjoyed  health,  though  it  was  customary  with  her  to  pass, 
from  3  to  8  days  without  having  any  evacuation  by  the 
bowel. — Both  lobes  of  the  liver  were  diminished  in 
bulk,  and  knotted  and  hard  as  marble — ^bitters,  mild 
purgatives  and  calomel  were  prescribed — next  in 
consultation,  mercurial  frictions,  the  tepid  bath  and 
taraxacum — then,  the  various  preparations  of  steel  and 
crystals  of  tartar — and  mercury,  after  about  a  month's 
interval  from  its  first  exhibition,  was  again  had  recourse 
to— of  these  remedies,  the  most  useful,  were  the  crystals 
of  tartar  and  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron — the  mosthurt- 
fril,  the  mercury — on  taking  the  foi-mer,  tlie  appetite  and 
health  seemed  to  improve — to  the  latter,  '  succeeded 
prostration  of  strength  and  ascites — the  functions  of  life 
gave  way — death  closed  the  scene. 

Jlere  is  an  instance  of  the  scrofulo-schirrous  liver  ag-  , 
gravated  by  the  mercurial  course — the  mother  of  this  lad).- 

died 
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Uied  consumptive  j  and  one  of  her  children  is  now  dying 
of  pulmonary  consun^ption. 

Mr.  D.  aged  28,  of  a  sallow  complexion  and  scrofulous 
habit,  had  complained  of  hoemorrhoids  for  six  years,  accom- 
panied by  frequent  pains  and  an  irregular  state  of  the  bowels 
— the  rectum  was  schirrous — he  was  feeble,  emaciated  and 
hectic — about  three  months  before  his  death  the  left  lobe  of 
the  liver  was  observed  to  be  enlarged  and  hardened ;  mer- 
cury  was  then  administered)  but  with  sensibly  bad  effects 
— he  was  sent  to  the  country — diarrhaea  came  on— he  died 
— in  this  instance,  the  scrofulo-schirrus  of  the  liver  super- 
vened to,  or,  took  its  rise  from,  the  scrofulous  action  that 
was  going-  on  in  the  rectum — what  ma}'  be  considered  as 
sinwularj  the  appetite,  in  this  instance,  continued  good 
until  the  disease  had  nearly  exhausted  the  body. — The 
mother  of  tliis  gentleman  fell  an  early  victim  to  pulmonary 
<.tonsu'mption — he  has  left  one  child  of  a  pale  complexion, 
and  whose  liver  is  enhirg-ed. 

Dec.  1808.  Case. — A  Gentleman,  aged  54,  of  a  delicate 
scrofulous  constitution,  had  been,  for  j^ears,  subject  to 
pains  and  uneasiness  in  both  hypochondres,  occasionally 
stretching  towards  the  right  and  left  shoulder;  these  symp- 
toms were  accompanied  by  a  considerable  derangement  of 
the  natural  functions — during  the  last  six  months  of  his  life, 
he  laboured  under  permanent  jaundice,  and  oedema  of  the 

feet  an  J  ankles  the  fccces  were  darkish  or  greyish,  the 

K  uiine 


68 


urine  was  sometimes  of  a  red,  sometimes  of  acofl'ee  colour 
— fever  existed  in  a  low  degree^ — to  mercury  a  fair  arid 
full  trial  had  been  given — after  the  second  course,  the 
dropsical  symptoms  set  in — the  tonic  plan  of  treatment  was 
subsequently  recommended,  butmedicinecould  be  then  of 
little  avail;  for,  bojth  lobes  of  the  liver  were  "disorganized, 
and  every  function  of  hfe  was  impaired. — ^This  complaint 
appears  to  be  scrofulo-schirrusof  the  liverin  its  second  stage, 
which  came  on  imperceptibly,  and  forwhich,  no  cause  could 
be  assigned,  except  anxiety  of  mind  arising  from  losses  in 
trade,  and  acting  on  a  body  predisposed  to  this  disease. — 
This  Gentleman  had  six  children — two  died  of  pulmonary 
consumption  and  one  of  dropsy  of  the  brain — his  father 
died  of  ascites — his  mother  was  suddenly  taken  off  by 
dysentery. 

A.  M. — A  young  Lady,  aged  21,  of  a  sallow  complexion 
and  strumous  habit,  has  complained  for  several  weeks- 
of  pain  in  the  posterior  portion  of  the  great  lobe  of 
the  liver— she  is  subject  to  flushing  of  the  face,  to 
head-ach  and  to  a  teazing  cough — the  appetite  is  irregular 
and  fastidious^ — the  bowels  are  constipated,  and  tlieir  con- 
tents preternatural — leeches  have  been  applied  upon  the 
part  affected— cathartics  have  been  administered,  and  the 
air  of  the  .country  has  been  tried,  with  manifest  ad- 
vantage. 

The  father  of  this  lady  is  subject  to  cough  and  to 
bilious  attacks — her  mother  is  scrofulous  and  asthmatic — 

one 
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one  of  her  aunts  died  of  a  scliirrns  of  the  rectum — ano- 
ther is  now  jaundiced. 

In  this  case  we  are  presented  with  some  of  the 
symptoms  of  the  first  stage  of  scrofulo-schiiTus  of  the 
Uver,  and  which,  if  neglected  or  mal-treated,  will,  at 
length,  run  into  the  second  or  confirmed  stage. 

About  six  months  ago.,  I  visited  a  child  eight 
years  old,  ill  of  jaundice,  and  of  enlarged  liver  and 
ubdomen — the  bowels  were  torpid,  the  foeces  of  a  pale 
colour,  the  urine  was  of  a  deep  red,  and  the  tongue  foul — 
there  was  little  appetite  and  itluch  thirst — purgatives  and 
the  tepid  bath  removed  the  disease. — The  mother  of  this 
boy  is  scrofulous  and  has  had  jaundice  arising  from  schirrus 
of  the  liver,  for  the  cure  of  which  mercury  was  administered 
she  lately  had  a  similar  attack,  which  has  been  re- 
moved by  the  application  of  leeches,  by  the  judicious 
use  of  purgatives,  and  by  the  warm  bath  ;  and  to  prevent  a 
return,  the  tonic  plan  of  treatment  has  been  recom- 
mended. 

The  case  of  the  chjld  hero  related,  points  out  not  only 
t]ie  hereditary  nature  of  the  scrofulo-schirrous  hyer,  but 
the  simple  means  by  which  it  may,  in  the  fii'st  instance,  be 
removed — had  mercury  been  employee!,  the  constitution 
would  have  been  injured  and  dropsy  might  have  followed, 
or^  the  complaint  might  have  been  confirmed, 
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BILIARY  CALCULI. 

Biliary  Calculi  arc  found  in  the  ppri  biliarii,    in  the 
gall-bladder,  and  in  the  hepatic,  cystic  and  common 
ducts-thev  produce  jaundice  and  give  rise  to  excrnciatmg 
pain  in  the"' epigastric  region,  and  to  great  derangement 
of  the  alimentary  canal-the  violence,  obstinacy  and  re-, 
currenceof  this  complaint,  depend  on  the  size,  number 
a^dfonuof  thecalculi-if  d^ey  be  so  large, or  so  situated,as 
to  impede  the  free  passage  of  the  bile  into  the  duodenum, 
the  liver  is  distended  and  pained,  and  jaundice  foUovvs- 
if  the  calculus  be  angular  and  of  such  bulk  as  to  pass  with 
difficulty  from  the  common  duct  into  the  duodenum,  an 
acute  pain  is  felt  in  the  region  of  the  stomach  or  umbxhcus, 
accompanied,  sometimes,  by  inflammation  of  the  part  so 
affected.-^  solvent  for  biUary  calculi  has  l^een  long  sought 
afteivbuthas  notyetbeen  found-the  day  of  this  discovery 
appears  far  distant-a  particular  regimen  may,  perhaps, 
■  obviate  their  formation  ;  but,  to  go  in  quest  of  amedicme 
which  will  act  on  bUiary  calculi,  when  locked  up  m  then 
ducts,  is  going  in  pursuit  of  an  ignis  ^tuus-these  calcvdx 
are  so  situated,  that  no  medicine  can  come  in  con^c 
widi  them  ;  and  when  we  reflect  on  the  many  changes  the 
.emedy  must  undergo,  in  the  digetive,  '^^^^^^^'^ 
,uiferous  processes,  and  its  subsequent  -di  cati  n  n 
L  biliary  system,  before  it  can  reach  the  seat  of  d.  as  ^ 
Hum.  appear  evident,  that  i.  P-I---^^^;- 
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ehanged,  that  it  can  tlien  possess  but  little  of  its  original  sol- 
vent powers — it  is,  therefore,  something  worse  than  useless, 
to  administer  such  medicines  as  can  only  act  as  solvents  of 
these  calculi  when  takeo  out  of  tlie  body-^ — mercury  ahd  the 
alkalis,  alcohol  and  the  turpentines  have  been  repeatedly 
tried  without  e.Tect — the  three  latter  are  now  generally 
laid  aside ;  yet,  because  the  disease  is  accompanied  with 
symptoms  attendant  on  other  diseases  of  the  liver,  prac- 
tiuoners  are  misled,  and  mercury  is  administered  in  % 
complaint,  placed  beyond  the  sphei'e  of  its  operation. 

But,  laying  aside  this  question,  it  is  of  moment  to 
distinguish  the  pain,  which  arises  in  inflammation 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  from  that  wliich  pro- 
ceeds froni  biliary  calculi,  and,  to  ascertain  the  mode  of 
treatment,  which,  in  doubtful  cases,  would  be  most  advis- 
able— in  the  pain  attending  biliary  calctili,  we  are  told 
that  the  pulse  remains  undisturbed  ;  whilst,  in  that  which 
accompanies  inflammation,  it  is  weak  and  frequent — and 
this  observation  does^  sometimes,  hold  g^od;  but, 
tiie  pulse  is  a  fallacious  criterion,  because  it  varies 
considerably-  in  strength  and  frequency  in  eacli  dis- 
ease— and  biliary  calculi  and  enteritis  are,  moreov;- r, 
frequently  conjoined,  owing  to  the  stimulus  and  prtssure 
of  a  hard,  sharp-pointed  body  on^a  highly  sensible  Lud 
muscular  canal — but,   supposing   the  puise  to  be  but 

little 


1 


little  akered,  if  oilier  symptoms  indicate  inflainmUtion,  and 
the  patient  be  strong  and  plethoric,  would  it  be  prudent 
to  neglect  the  employment  of  those  means,  which  alone,  in 
the  one  case,  could  save  the  life  of  the  patient  ;  and  from 
which,  in  the  other,  no  evil  was  to  be  apprehended  ? — 
the  line  of  conduct  to  be  observed  on  such  occasions, 
must  be  directed  i)y  a  consideration  of  previous  symptoms, 
present  appearances  and  probable  consequences— if  the 
pain  have  been  attended  by  jaundice,  and  have  continued 
for  days  in  the  region  of  the  biliary  ducts,  with  inten'als  of 
ease;  and  if  the  appetite,  strength  and  spirits,  have  been 
but  little  impaired,  there  is  ground  to  hope  that  a  fonoi- 
dable  disease  does  not  exist;  and  these  symptoms  will 
form  a  striicing  contrast,  with  the  feverish  disposition,  the 
dejected  countenance,  tlie  despondent  mind  and  the 
sudden  prostration  of  strength  which  characterize 
enteritis. 

Emetics  and  cadiartics  are  remedies  in  common  use  for 
the  cure  of  biliary  calculi— emetics  are  given  to  rause  and 
stimulate  the  ducts  to  discharge  their  contents ;  or,  rather  to 
force  out  the  calculus,  by  a  sudden  concussion  of  the  body, 
and  by  the  pressure  of  the  neighbouring  muscles  and 
abdominal  viscera-the  propriety  of  the  practice  will 
depend  on  the' degree  oF  pain,  and  on  the  occurrence  of 
.uch  other  symptoms,  ns  may  denote  the  presence  or  ab- 
s*'nc(;  of  inflanunation— the  same  remark  will  .apply  to 
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cathartics,  making  dne  allowance  for  their  less  stimulating 
properties. 

In  doubtful  cases,  it  will  be  prudent,  in.  the  fii'st  in- 
stance, to  make  use  of  fomentations,  or  of  the  warm  batli ; 
or,  to  resort  to  blood-letting,  or  to  opiates  mixed  with 
cathartics,  a  combination,  which,  in  affections  of  the 
alimentary  canal  Oyr  biliary  ducts,  accompanied  by  pain, 
spasm  or  constipation,  is  often  productive  of  unexpected 
relief, 

JAUNDICE. 

A  yeltowrii^ss  of  the  sltin  and  tunica  conjunctiva  of  the 
eye,  a'rtd  a  pre^ernatiiral  state  of  tHe  fceces  and  urine, 
constitute  the  complaint  called  Jaundice. — Are  these 
symptoms  to  be  considered  as  forming  a  distinct  disease  of 
the  liver  ? — are  they  not  rather  to  be  reckoned  as  accidental 
symptoms  proceeding  from  various  and  opposite  diseases? 
— they  occur  in  obstructions  of  the  liver,  in  obstructions  of 
the  neighbouring  viscera,  in  cholera,  in  fevers  j  and  they 
proceed,  likewise,  from  the  presence  of  calculi  in  tlie 
biliary  ducts. 

But,  if  it  must  be  considered  as  a  distinct  disease,  we 
sliould  never  lose  sight  of  one  point,  that  it  is  no  primaiy 
complaint  of  the  liver,  but  of  its  ducts;  and  as  much  to  be 
separated  from  the  diseases  of  tbe  1  iver  as  the  diseases 'of 
the  ureters  are  from  tho.«;e  of  the  kidneys. — And  this  I  wisli 
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particularly  to  dwell  on,  because,  the  mere  jaundiced  ap- 
pearance of  a  patient,  is  too  often  considered  as  a  suffi- 
cient cause  for  the  exhibition  of  mercurj' ;  whereas  it  is 
evident  that  if  the  ducts  be  primarily  concerned,  this 
remedy  cannot  fail  to  be  ipjurious;  for  it  stimulates  the 
vessels  of  the  liver  and  increases  the  secretion  of  bile; 
Hence,   when  obstruction  takes  place,  the  furtlier  dis- 
ten^iioh  of  the  ducts  and  lirer,  and  the -'consequent  aggra- 
vation of  the  symptoms — in  fevers,  also,   it  may  be 
observed,  that  the    liver  is   already    too  much  ex- 
cited, and  that  mercury  must  necessarily  increase  such 
excitement— and,  in  certain  enlargements  of  the  neigh- 
bouring viscera,  giving  rise  to  jaundice,  it  would  but  aggra- 
vate the  morbid  actions  already  existing. 


WHAT  IS  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  CO.MPLAl^iT, 
NAMED  BILIOUS? 


No  disease  is  mcire 'frequently  spokenof  by  practitioners 
or  complained  of  by  the  public  than  the  Bilious;  yet,  its 
history  is  not  related,  nor  its  mode  of  cure  established— no 
fixed  idea  is  annexed  to  it,  nor  do  the  faculty  seem 
agreed  as  to  its  nature  or  causes— numerous  are  die  patients 
diat  complain  of  being  bilious ;  it  seldom  happens,  how- 
ever, that  any  two  relate  the  same  symptoms;  and  though 
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the  disease  he  familiar,  jret  evfcry  thing  with  fBgard  to  it, 
is  Vague  and  unsatisfactory. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  remove  some  of  the  diflficulties 
which  obscure  this  subject  by  a  brief  inquiry  into  its 
symptoms  and  pathology.— The  liver  generally  retains  its 
natural  size — it  may  be  somewhat  enlarged,  bttt  is  never 
altered  in  structure — the  appetite  is  impaired  and  eapri- 
cious — the  bowels  are  torpid  and  their  contents  oftert  ^ale, 
6t  otherwise  morbid — the  urine  is  scanty,  and  deposits  a 
mucous  or  lateritious  sediment,  the  skin  is  dry  and  con- 
stricted, there  is  vertigo,  and  the  complexion  is  wart  or 
sallow— the  senses  are  blunted  and  vitiated,  especially 
those  of  smell  and  taste ;  the  mind  is  listless  and  dissatisfied, 
and  there  is  a  general  languor  and  uneasiness,  unaccom- 
panied by  any  urgent  symptom,  or  pain  of  any  viscus. 

Such  are  the  symptoms  which  appear  to  characterize  the 
complaint  called,  Bilious— they  depend  on  a  torpor 
of  the  vessels  of  the  cbylopoietic  viscera,  particularly 
of  the  liver hence,  a  defective  and  vitiated  secretion 
in  these  organs;  the  food  no  longer  undergoes  the 
changes  necessary  jto  its  solution;  and  its  con^vj^rsij?!! 
into  healthy  chyle  is  prevented. 

From  what  has  now  be6rt  stated,  it  is  obvious  that  th^ 
digfestire  organs  are  primarily  concerned,  and  that  the 
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food  is  not  digest94  ttor;  assimilated ;  the  dis«jisc  therefore 
ivould  be  more  aptly  denominated  Indigestion,  tliau 
Bilious;  for,  the  term.  Bilious,  denotes  a  superabundance 
of  bile,  whereas  from  the  history  as  now  related,  it  appeari 
evidently  to  be  deficient. 

This  complaint  occurs  vesry  frequently  in  the  weak  ami 
phlegmatic  pf  both  sexes ;  and  proceeds  from  all  thosQ 
causes  which  lower  the  tone  and  energy  of  the  digestive 
organs;  particularly,  a  sedentary  life  and  anxiety  of 
mind. 

The  indications  of  cure  are  manifest — they  consist  in 
exciting  the  \'essels  of  the  abdominal  visciera  and  of  the 
skin,  to  their  wonted  healthy  actions— tliese  objects  may,^ 
in  general,  be  accomplished  by  the  judicious  administra- 
tion of  purgatives,  by  a  fit  diet,  by  exercise  on  horseback, 
by  early  hours  and  strict  temperance,  by  a  cheerful  so- 
ciety, and  by  the  use  of  the  flesh-brush,  the  tepid  or  cold 
bath,  and  of  a  chalybeate  spaw. 

^'  l^^ec'acuanha,  sometimes,  proves  eminently  serviceable 
from  its  tendency  to  act  on  the  vessels  of  tlie  surface; 
the  importance  of  supporting  which,  cannot  be  too 
strongly  urged;  for,  such  is  tlie  s3'mpathy  and  con- 
nexion between  the  skin  and  the  stomach  and  intestines, 
that,  whatever  increases  the  tone  of  the  former,  proper- 
tionably  augments  the  energy  of  the  latter;  tliis  is  exem- 
plified. 
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plified  in  Uie  effects  of  sea-bathing  and  of  exercise  in  the 
open  air  ;  and  in  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
use  of  the  flesh-brush. — ^And  here,  J  may  make  mention 
of  the  shower-bath,  which,  not  only  in  this  complaint, 
but  in  most  others,  where  baths  are  found  to  be  beneficial, 
is  deser\  ingof  attention — it  is  portable,  simple  in  its  con- 
struction, and  easily  erected  in  the  chamber  or  anti- 
chamber  of  the  sick — ^and,  wliat  is  of  consideigble  mo- 
ment, the  shock  may  be  adjusted  to  the  strength  and 
feelings  of  the,  patient,  by  regulating  the  qu.ility,  quan- 
tity and  temperature  of  the  water, 


It  is  now  necessar}' to  say  "a  few  words  on  the  use  of 
calomel,  a  remedy  in.  common  use  for  ^e  cure  of  this 
complaint;  and  so  ;Univ^rsally  employed  in  families, 
ajs  to  be  considered  as  a  donxestic  one — it  is  the  supposed 
specific  for  bile,  and  such  is  the  association  that  exists 
between  the  words  bile  and  calomel,  that,  on  the  bare 
mention  o,f  bile,  calomel  is  prescribed  as  its  un-^ 
doubted  specitic. 

Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  day  with  respect  to  calomel ; 
which,  like  many  others,  has  been  taken  up  on  trust 
and  acted  on  without  inquiry' — that  instantaneous  relief, 
oflen  attends  its  exhibition,  Uiere  is  no  doubt — it  is  gene- 
rally 
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rally  quick  of  operation  ;  it  is  tasteless,  easily  swallowed 
and  retained^  and  these  are  some  of  the  chief  reasons  for 
it^' general  administration  ;  moreover,  from  the  imniediate 
ease  which  is,  at  times,  procured  by  this  remedy,  it  is  re- 
peated as  often  as  such  ease  is  required^but,  the  relief 
obtained,  does  not  always  counterbalance  ihe  evil  pro- 
dueed-^its  very  efFects,  notunfrequcntly,  give  occasion  to 
its  repetition,  for,  symptoms  arise  which  are  mistaken  for, 
or  confounded  with,  the  previous  rtialady;  and,  for  the 
vemaval  of  which,  it  is  again  had  recourse  to. 

The  more  immediate  ill  effects  of  calomel  are,  colic, 
gripes,  tenesmus,  diarrha^a, bloody  stools, prolapsus. ani  and 
convulsions ;  more  particularly  in  the  pujiy  offspring  of  en- 
feebled  or  diseased  parents-its  secondary  operation  is  slow 
and  obscure,  and,  therefore,  more  alarming,  shewmg  itself 
iu  loss  of  appetite,  in  weakness  and  irregularity'  of  the 
bowels,  ahdm  a  general  debUity  and  irritability  of  the 
entire  nervous  and  muscular  systems-the  complexion 
changes  from  a  rosy  to  a  pale  or  lemon-colour-the  fibre 
becomes  flaccid,  a  low,  Irregular  f^ver  makes  its  appear- 
ance, and  the  fle.h  and  strength  decay-such  are  he 
secondary  efiects  of  ib^  long  continued  u.e  of  calomel-- 
.,^me  habits,  they  a.e,  accompanied  by  ..wellings  of  the 
myenteric,  cervical  or  axillary  glands  ^  .^'V  others,  vyith 
eyes,  diseased  teeth  and  guffis.^r  with  complaints  ot 
.t.,.  /pine,  knee  or  hip,ioiut_and,  as  months  or  years 
-generally  elapse  before  the  secondary  ^^^^^^  ^J^^^^" 
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loped,  their  real  causp  is  mostly  overlooked — it  is  no 
unusual  matter,  to  hear  parents  express  their  surprise  and 
concern,  at  the  presence  of  scrofula  in  their  children ;  and 
to  hear  them  give  as  a  reason,  that  no  such  complaint  had 
before  appeared  in  their  families — in  these  cases,  I  have 
discovered,  more  than  once,  that  calomel  had  been  the 
domestic  medicine. — -No  doubt,  difficulties  may  be  started 
against  the  explanation  of  the  appearance  of  scrofula, 

on  the  ground  of  the  general  exhibition  of  mercury ; 

••'.'!'...'- 

iior,'is  it  pretended,  that  it  arises  on  feverj-  such  abuse  of 
this  remedy;  I  simply  maintain,  that  it  supeiTenes  to  its 
use,  incases,  where  no  other  cause  could  be  assigned; 
and,  that  it  is  evolved  in  others,  where  it  might  have  re- 
mained undeveloped. 

And,  to  shew  that  this  dangerous  prepossession  in  favour 
of  calomel,,  is  not  confined  to  the  treatment  of  bihous 
orliyer-comijlaints;  we  have  only  to  look  at  the  unsuccess- 
fid  practice  of  those,  who  placed  confidence  in  its  vir- 
tues, in  the  cure  of  the  fever  and  other  diseases  of 
our  troops,  on  their  return  from  Spain  and  Walcheren. 

Byt,  while  calomel  is  considered  as  a  specific 
for  the  complaint  called  Bilious ;  few  are  agreed 
as  to  the  quantity,  in  which  it  should  be  exhibited, 
or,  as  to  Its  mode  of  operation  ;  some  give  it  ih  Small 
doses  to  correct  the  bile  ;  others,  in  large  ones  to  absorb  or 
extract  the  bile  from,  or;'to  emulge  tliebiHary  ducts ;  and, 

ill 
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in  a  dark  age,  the  terms,  emulge— specific— and  siich  like ; 
Were  held  as  explanatory  of  unknown  or  even  inexplicable 
phenomeria-Mh  k  more  enlightened  one,  they  were 
'e^miii^d  and'condeihned  as  erroneous;  and,  strange  to 
"Wy;  kt  a  stiil  brigilter  period,  thfey  are  revived. 

Calomel,  in  large  doses,  acts  as  a  purgative,  and  thus, 
ST^.^ove  serviceable  ;  but,  it  is  not  thence  entided  to  a 
greater  degree  of  credit,  than  other  purgative^iof  an  active 
quality.:  if  the  duodenum  have  been  obstructed,  this 
obstruction  removed,  the  biliary  and  pancreatic  fluidsfloW 
with  ease  into  the  intestines  and  relief  is  obtained.;  but, 
"  the  same  effect  would  follow  the  administration  of  other 
cathartics,  given  in  suitable  doses-purgatives  unload 
the  bowels,  in  the  first  instance-frequendy  repeated,  or 
'Vioto  in  operauon,  they  carry  off  the  chyle,  over-excUe 
the  glands  and  exhalants  of  the  intestines,  and  cause  an 
abstraction  of  those  fluids,  which  should  go  to  the  support  o 
thebbdy-the  consequences  are,  emaciation,  deb.htyand 
•^1rfegUlat-fevcr-s<nne  p^'gatives  are  considered  to  be  more 
.ctive  than  others ;  they  differ,  however,  ch.efly  according 
to  the  d.>se  and  manner  in  which  they  are  admimstered- 
,,hose.callea  drastip,  a,e  .cammony,  gamboge,  M 
i.lap.  colocynth,,  &c.-which,  taken  in  smaU  d.>ses,  oi 
,:!:^with4-ncesthatbUntthe^^ 
..d  gentle  intheiroperation~in  large  doses,  or  m  ai^g 
L'tbeyptugc  bnskly,  or  ^ripe  violen^y,  C  both-^ 
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die ^ther  hand,  the  purgatives,  denominated  the  milder  ^ 
as  caator-oi),  rliubarb,  the  netinl  salts,  &:c. — exhibited 
in  large  quantity,  act  as  drastics — ^still,  however,  the  effects 
produced  by  both  the  mild  anxi  drastic,  are  the  same ; — an 
evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the  bowels,  in  the  fust 
instance — ^an  abstraction  of  fluids,  and  a  wasting  of  flesh 
and  strength,  in  the  second. — ^The  bowels,  small  and  large, 
constitute  one  lon^  convoluted  canal,  each  portion  of 
which  is  closely  allied  to  its  neighbouring  one,  through  tlic. 
medium  of  fii)res,  nerves  and  blood-vessels — remove  from 
this  canal  some  obstructing  body,  or  empty  any  portion 
of  it,  and  the  whole  or  remaining  parts  will  be  relieved 
and  better  fitted  to  discharge  their  offices— c6lics  arising 
from  coristipatioii,  or  other  causes,  are  cured  alike  by 
the  drastic  or  milder  purgatives,  and  w  here  the  former 
fail,  the  latter  succeed,  and  vice  versa: — if  the  pancreas 
or  liver  be  overloaded  by  their  respective  secretions; 
whether  the  obstructing  cause  exist  in  the  ducts,  in  tlie 
organs  themselves,  or  in  some  morbid  condition  of  the 
fluids,  the  neutral  salts,  castor-oil  or  rhubarb,  are  as  likely 
to  prove  useful  as  scammon}',  gamboge  or  calomel— 
if  the  whole  of  the  abdominal  viscera  be  torpid,  fhey  it^ 
equally  well  excited  to  a  healthy  action,  by  the  Tong-cohti  i 
jiued  use  of  the  gentle,  as  of  the  active  catliartics— in  the 
diarrhtca  and  dysentery  of  these  countries;  in  the  fliuxes 
of  the  tropics ;  the  foeces,  on  the  exhibition  of  purgatives^ 
vary  considerably  in  colour  and  consistence ;  but  these 
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varieties  do  not  depend  on  the  purgative  emplcjyed,  but 
on  the  nature  of  the  disease,  on  the  quality  of  the  food, 
on  the  constitution  of  the  patient  and  of  the  atmosphere ; 
and,  on  the  state  of  the  secretions  poured  into  and 
from  the  alimentary  canal;  and,  where  the  disease  is 
curable,  it  yields  as  readily  to  fit  doses  of  the  mild  as  of 
the  more  acrid  cathartics — such  are  the  considerations 
which  induce  me  to  conclude  that  purgatives  have  one 
common  effect,  and  that  the  distinctions  commonly  drawn 
betwixt  them,  are  more  imaginary  than  real. 

But,  though  it  appear,  that  tliese  distinctions  are  ill- 
founded  ;  and  that  calomel  can  only  rank  as  a  purgative ; 
yet,  owing  to  certain  peculiarities  of  constitution,  the 
same  purgative  is  not  equally  well-adapted  to  every  habit — 
in  the  scrofulous  and  gouty,  for  example,  or,  in  cases  of 
weakness  or  irritability  of  the  alimentary  canal;  it  often 
happens,  that  the  neutral  salts  produce  nausea  and  gripes,, 
and  diffuse  a  sense  of  languor  and  coldness  throughout 
the  frame ;  in  such  instances,  the  warmer  purgatives  as 
the  electuary  of  scammony,  the  tinctures  of  senna, 
rhubarb,  &c.  are  more  safe  and  certain  in  their  operation — 
as  the  saline,  however,  are  held  by  many  practitionei*s,  to  be 
superior  to  all  others  in  liver  and  bilious- complainu. — they 
may,  perhaps,  agree  with  the  stomach,  aud  fully  answer 
the  end,  if  taken  dissolved  in  some  aromatic  water,  or,  in 
brotlx  seasoned  with  capsicum. 

Catliar^ 
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Cathartics  hare  been  frequently  recommended,  and 
they  deservedly  rank  among  our  first  remedies  in  the 
treatment  of  the  various  diseases  mentioned ; — it  may 
be    proper,  however,    to  ob9er\e,    that  it  is  neces- 
sary  to   fix   limits  to   their  use — in  the  robust  and 
melancholic,  accustomed  to   full  living,    and  where 
the   strengtii  is  but  little   impaired,    they   may  be 
given  with  freedom  and  safety- ;  but,  in  the  debihtated 
and  irritable ;  in  tliose  of  a  strumous  habit,  or  morbidly 
sensible  nerve,  it  becomes  requisite  to  administer  them 
with  caution  and  discrimination. 

HYDATIDS,  WORMS,  AND  EAKTHY  CONCRE- 
TIONS OF  THE  LIVER. 

OF  the  nature  or  cure  of  the  above  complaints,  little 
is  understood. — What  I  wish  particularly  to  observe,  is," 
that  they  sometimes  cause  a  sense  of  weight  and  uneasi- 
ness in  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  may  give  rise  to 
jaundice,  chronic  hepatitis  or  scbirrus ;  the  existence  of 
any  of  which  will  lead,  according  to  the  present  system, 
to  the  active  employment  of  mercury. — A  little  reflection 
liowever,  must  render  it  obvious,  that  mercury  cannot,  < 
under  such  circumstances,  be  of  any  avail ;  because,  it  is 
incapable  of  removing  the  original  malady  ;  and,  as  it  has 
J»pen  shewn  to  be  not  only  a  stimulating^  but  a  debilitating 
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remedy,  the  consequence  of  its  introduction  wdl  be,  an 
aggravation  of  former  diseases,  the  production  of  nen 
ones,  and  a  reduction  of  health  and  strength. 

CANCER  OF  THE  LIVEK. 

Cancer  Uy.  hold  of  the  womb,  the  stomach  and  of 
varioas  pam  and  gland,  of  the  body.-Does  it  not.  aUo. 
attack  the  Uver.?-The  component  part,  of  this  v.scn,  are 
rimilar  to  tho,e  of  other  organs  seized  with  th,s  d,se«e.- 
On  the  ground  of  structure,  therefore ;  or,  .ndeed,  of  any 
known  law  of  the  animal  .Bconomy.  no  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  its  non  existence  in  this  organ ;  yet,  authors  of 
eelebrity  and  practitioners^  of  eminence  pass  .t  over 
filence.  ^ 

Were  I  to  farm  an  opinion  of  the  frequency  of  tin. 
complaint,  from  my  o.vn  experience,  I  should  hetnchned 
to  t^ink,  that,  though  an  obscure,  it  is,  by  no  n.ea  « 
very  rare  one-I  conceive  d.at  I  have  met  w,th  th.ee  case, 
of  this  land,  which  I  shall  now  relate. 

CASE. 

Mr  C  acted  iO,  of  a  melancholic  temperament  and 
TL   for  seveml  years,  complained  of  pam 
ctrumous  habit,  lor  sevti*  .)  *oward^ 
in  the  right  hypochondrc,, occasionally  .hooung  .o«a^^ 
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the  light  shoulder,  accompanied  by  the  various  symptomfl 
which  denote  considerable  derangement  of  the  natural 
functions. — Within  the  last  four  months,  the  pains  have 
become  more  violent  and  lancinating;  they  come  on  instane 
taneously,  and  often  so  acutely,  that  he  gives  an  involun- 
tary shi'iek,  and  IS  obliged  if  walking,  to  stop  short;  he 
presses  his  hand  upon  the  part  affected,  and  sometimes 
throws  himself  down  in  agony  upon  the  floor.— A  low  de- 
gree of  fever  is  present;  during  the  paroxysm  the  pulse  is 
little  disturbed,  but  the  countenance  expresses  torment  of 
body  and  anguish  of  mind. — ^The  bowels  are  constipated, 
tlie  fceces  preternatural,  and  at  times  purulent  and 
flanious. — The  urine  is  of  a  red  or  coffee  colour,  the  com- 
plexion, of  a  deep  mahogany. — This  gentleman  has  been 
twice  salivated — emaciation  and  increase  of  fever  and 
parri  were  the  consequences. — Blisters  rather  aggravate 
than  relieve — opiates  and  purgatives  alone,  afford  any 
considerable  ease— the  muria.ed  tincture  of  iron  improved 
the  appetite,  and,  for  a  few  weeks,  appeared  to  diminish  the 
violence  of  the  pain — with  this  medicine  he  fell  out,  but, 
again  had  recourse  to  it,  and  with  ad  vantage. — This  patient 
was  sent  to  the  country, — His  father  died  of  a  cancer  of 
the  upper  iip. 

IMiss  M.  aged  36,  of  a  sanguine  temperament  and 
strumous  habit,  complained,  for  seven  years,  of  shooting 
pain*  in  the  right  iiypochondre — not  long  ago,  these  pains 
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became  acute  and  lancinating— there  was  a  slow  wasting 
fever— the  liver  was  indurated  and  diminished  in  bulk— 
the  bowels  were  much  disturbed,  and  their  contents  fre- 
quently tinged  with  purulent  or  sanious  matter-opium, 
the     warm     bath    and    purgatives  gave  relief-the 
acetated  tincture  of  iron,  taken  in  asses  milk,  strength- 
ened the  stomach,  and,  for  a  time,  seemed  to  check  the 
tendency  to  hectic-thrice  she  had  been  salivated  by 
three  different  practitioners-a  fourth  course  of  mercury 
was  proposed,  to  which  she  gave  a  decided  negative  ;  so 
much  had  she  suffered  from  the  three  former.-She 
was  advised  to  try  the  effects  of  a  milk  diet  and  of  country 
air.-The  mother  of  this  lady  was  scrofulous  and  died  of 
a  cancer  of  the  breast. 

Mr  M  an-ed  46,  of  a  strumous  constitution,  sedentary 
life  and  social  habits,  complained,  for  twenty  yeai-s,  of 
>,eingbilious,  of  occasional  fugitive  pains  in  tlie  nght  side, 
and  of  a  torpid  state  of  the  bowels-during  the  last  ten 
years  of  his  hfe,  he  was  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of 
volic,  and  to  more  fixed  and  violent  pains  in  the  great 
lobe  of  the  hver-the  pain  sometimes  was  felt  m  the 
richt  shoulder-twice  he  laboured  under  jaundice,  and 
for  months  before  his  death,  under  hectic  fever-thc 
remedler^dministered  in  the  first  instance,  were  purga- 
tives,   bitters  and  mercurials,   and  with  apparent  good 
effects  i  but  the  symptoms  returned  with  increased  violence 

. — at 
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— at  length,  acute  and  lancinating  pains  seized  the  liver — 
these  pains,  at  one  time,  were  likened  to  an  attack  of 

0  :  ut  in  the  stomach  J  at  another,  to  the  torment  felt  oa 

-application  of  boiling  water  or  melted  lead;  or,  on 
amputation  of  a  limb— the  bowels  were  constipated 
••r  d  their  contents  varied  considerably ;  now  of  a  pitchy 
c'-  our  and  consistence,  again  brownish,  purulent,  sanious 
'.  aterj' — towards  the  close  of  the  complaint,  the  right  lobe 

01  the  liver  was  diminished  in  size,  though  before,  it  had 
been  much  enlarged;  and  the  paroxysms  of  pain  became 
more  frequent — low  delirium  succeeded,  the  mind  occa- 
sionally lost  its  balance,  and  tenipbrary  fits  of  insanity 
came  on — at  such  a  stage  of  such  a  disease,  it  might  be 
presumed,  that  mercury  would  not  be  thought  of ;  but, 
so  great  is  our  attachment  to  this  favourite  medicine,  that 
it  was  tlie  only  one  prescribed  in  consultation — and, 
here,  to  do  j  ustice  to  mercury,  I  shall  observe,  that,  in  this 
instance,  it  had  a  good  effect ;  for,  it  put  a  more  speedy 
termination  to  the  sufferings  of  the  patient. — The  expres- 
sion of  countenance  in  this  disease  is  deserving  of  atten- 
tion— it  is  difficult  of  description,  but  once  observed  not 
readily  forgotten — dejected,  penetrating  and  interesting 
— perhaps,  no  other  malady  is  characterised  by  such  a 
complete  extinction  of  hope  ;  neither  the  pleasures  of  a 
home  nor  of  society  are  enjoyed  or  endured — involuntaiy 
tears  and  sighs  burst  forth — the  cares  of  this  world  are 
forjTotten,  while  the  patients  countenance  faithfully  ex- 
presses 
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presses  the  image  evev  present  to  hil  imagination — the 
gloomy  silence  of  the  tomb. 

If  lancinating  pains  suddenly  coming  on  and  suddenly 
disappearing,  and  a  sanious  and  purulent  discharge  suc- 
ceeding to  long-continued  schirrus,  constitute  the  com- 
plaint called  cancer,  are  not  the  cases  above  related  of 
that  nature  ? 

SixMPLE  ENLARGEMENT  OR  HARDNESS  OF 
IriE  LIVER. 

This  IS  a  common  complaint,  and  i^  often  mistaken  fof 
schii'i'us  J  both  sexes,  and  all  ages  and  temperaments  are 
subject  to  it ;  especially  those  of  a  pletiioric  habit,  and 
delicate  females  of  sedentary  lives.  It  is  induced  by 
weakness  and  irritability  of  the  aHmentary  canal,  by  in- 
dolence, by  too  spare  or  to  full  a  diet,  by  the  violent  or 
depressing  passions,  by  intemperance,  and  by  fevers, 
intermittent,  remittent,  or  continued — ^The  natural  func- 
tions are  primarily  and  principally  affected— if  the  disease 
pToceed  to  any  height,  the  animal  and  vital  become 
disturbed. 

In  order  to  discriminate  simple  enlargement  or  hardness 
from  scrofula-schirrus  of  the  liver,  we  may  observe,  that 
the  former  is  not  an  hereditary  complaint,  that  the  con- 
Mitution  of  those  attacked  is  not  scrofulous,  and  that  the 
symptoms  are  less  violent,  and  yieldjnore  readily  to  medi- 

tinr, 
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cine,  even  to  such  as  might  aggravate  the  latter.  The 
ihodeof  treatment  is  simple — in  children,  a  cure  is  gene* 
rally  effected  by  the  use  of  purgatives,  and  of  the  tepid 
gnd  cold  baths,  by  frictions  of  the  abdomen,  by  exercise 
in  the  open  air,  and  by  a  light  and  nutritious  diet — much 
the  same  plan  is  to  be  obsei*ved  in  the  treatment  of  adultf 
of  relaxed  habits,  and  who  have  lived  on  a  low  vvateiy 
diet;  to  which  we  may  subjoin,  the  use  of  wine,  bark 
and  chalybeates — if  these  fail,  recourse  may  be  had 
to  mercury. — In  the  full  plethoric  habit,  induced  by 
|loth  and  high  living,  the  cure  will  depend  on  exercise 
and  abstinence,  and  on  tlie  moderate  exhibiiion  of 
cathartics. 

I  have  enumerated  fevers  of  difl'erent  kinds  among  the 
causes  of  this  complaint — and,  now,  in  order  to  shew  tlieif 
influence,  especially  that  of  tha  intermittent,  on  tli6 
biliary  system,  it  may  be  proper  to  make  the  following 
observations.  During  the  spring  season  of  the  last  thre6 
years,  I  prescribed  for  better  than  a  hundred  patients,  ill 
cf  the  regular  and  irregular  tertian,  quartan,  and  quotidian 
fever — many  of  these  were  cases  of  long  standing,  and  in 
such,  the  liver  \Vas  enlarged  or  indurated,  or  both — in  a 
few,  there  were  symptoms  of  low  inflammation — in  se- 
Terai,  there  was  jaundice;  in  two  of  the  strumous  habit, 
scrofulo-schin-us  was  produced,  which  every  endeavour  to 
remove  proved  ineffectual — 'Uiaiiy  of  the  patients  now 
mentioned  were  relieved  at  St.  George's  Dispensary — they 

came 
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ean,e  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Drumcondra,  Clontarf, 
Malahide  and  Fingal.-Whole  families  were  attacked, 
men,  women  and  children,  and  the  complaint  wa.  more 
violent  and  difficult  of  cure  in  the  males  than  m  the 
females.    Of  these  hundred  patients,  about  thirty  were 
labourers,  the  remainder  were  weavers,  spinners  and 
servants ;  not  one  in  twenty.,  was  a  drunkard,  and  not  one 
of  the  entire,  had  previously  laboured  under  any  hver- 
complaint-here,  the  diseased  biliar,  action  stood  in  the 
relation  of  effect  with  respect  to  the  intermittent;  at  the 
same  time  I  must  remark,  drat  iu  every  instance  where 
the  Uverwas  much  engaged,  the  intermittent  was  ren- 
dered thereby  still  more  tedious  and  unmanageable. 

What  has  just  been  advanced  with  regard  to  the  Inter- 
mittent Fever  will  apply  to  the  continued  ;  in  wh.ch,  Uje 
uneasiness  or  pain,  felt  on  the  pressure  of  the  nght 
hypochondre,  and  of  the  epigastric  region,  --^^f"^' 

ascribed  to  low  inflammation  or  initab.hty  o  th 
stomach,  seems  to  me,  to  depend  more  f-l-"'''  , 
over-excitement  of  the  vessels  of  the  liver-and,  m  tlus 
opinion,  I  am  supported  by  the  occasional  presence  of 
.  .ymptomsof  hepatitis,  or  yellow  fever,  which  accompany 
,he  typhus  gravior,  particularly  during  part  of  our  summer 
and  autumn  months-thc  inference  to  be  hence  drawn 
is  obvious  and  important-our  attention  should  be  ...ore 

frequently  directed  to  the  d.sturbed  state  of  the  b.hary 
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organ  in  fever,  whicli,  though  an  effect  only,  in  the  first 
instance,  may  yet,  in  the  course  of  the  complaint,  where 
matters  are  nearly  balanced,  turn'  the  scale  against  the 
patient,  if  not  attended  to  a'hd  corrected — in  such  cases 
the  ajjplicaiibn  of  stupes,  leeches  or  blisters'  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  livei-;  and  the  full  adTiiinistration  of  pur- 
gatii'cs  have  been  extremely  beneficial. 

DO  WINE  AND  SPIRITUOUS  LIQUORS  OPE- 
RATE SPECIFICALLY  IN  THE  PRODUCTION 
OF  LIV^ER-COMPLAINTS  ? 

There  are  no  ideas  more  comnionlv  received,  than  that 
liver-complAints  are  the  children  of  interhpei^nce,  and 
that  our  ancestors  were  cxempt(id  from  them. — That 
liver-complaints  are  more  prevalent  than  formerly,  is 
genei'ally  admitted.^ — I  have  already  remarked  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country  are  extremely  subject  to 
scrofulo-schirrus  of  tliis  organ— but  we  cannot  therefore 
sky,  thatwlne  and  sfpirituous  liquors  operate  spccifically  Sn 
their  production  ;  and,  in  looking  at  the  past  and  present 
state  of  this  kinorJorfi,  we  arei  fully  justified  i-n  making 
the  assertion. 


Perhaps  no. , nation  ,  in  .  the  .Ihabitable  globe,  within 
thp    same    number     of    years,    made    such  rapid 

N  ad- 
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advances,  agrieukure  and  commerce ;  in  arts, 
-yr^^-^^f^f'  ^"^^  civilization,  as  the  Irish;— this  pe- 
,,i^d  commenced  with  the  declaration  of  free  trade 
and  constitution,  at  which  time  the  mind  of  the 
kingdom  assumed  a  new  rank  and  station; — the  public 
attention  vras  directed  to  worthy  pursuits,  and  di- 
verted froui  ignoble  ones— virtue  and  genius,  industry 
and  enterprise  were  alike  encouraged  and  rewarded — 
in  the  generous  emulation  of  ,woitli  and  talent,  .the  inha- 
bitants began  to  think,  ?in4  ,fe^d^,they  ^avv.tjje if  e«oj-sand 
Strove  to  correct  them— drunkeimess,  ,tUe^r  former  ^oast, 
was  now  their  reproach  ;  and  they  have  since  become, 
comparatively  speaking,  a  sober  people. 

^, Now,  hud  livei'-complaifits  arisen  from  the  use  of  wine 
and  spirituous  liquors,  we  should  conclude,  tliat  our 
ancestors,  so  far  from  being  exempted  from,  were  more 
subject  to  them — the  reverse  of  which  is  generally  ac- 
knowledged.— 'Aud  thou£:h  we  here  allow  that  the  nature 
of  these  complaints  is  better  understood,  yet  this  will  not 
,bc.!qonsidered  as  sufficient  to  exj)lain,  why  the}'  are  of 
Ijvte  become  .so  universal. — But,  in  order  to  prove  still 
farther,  that  wine  and  spirituous  liquors  do  not  operate 
specifically  in  their  production,  we  have  only  to  state, 
that  those  who  indulge  freely  in  the  use  of  these  lifjuors, 
are  not  the' nioirsu1)iect  to' livbr-complaints — that  they 
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exist  in  those  who  are  temperate,  and"  are  found  even  in 
children  and  infants. — According  to  this  view  of  tlie  sub- 
ject it  would  appear  that  when  the  constitution  is  sound, 
wine  and  spirituous  liquors  raay  be  taken,  for  a  consider- 
able length  of  time,  without  injuring  the  liver — wked 
.  they  produce  this  effect,  it  seems  to  be,  by  first  diiminish- 
ing  the  tone  and  activity  of  the  stofhach  ;  avid,  he^ce  it  is, 
that  the  liver  when  scrofulous  is  readily  acted  on,  because 
the  ^omach  partakes  of    its  enfeebled  and  irregular 
actions ;   and  therefore,   not  only  wiiie  and  ^spirituous 
liquors,  but  many  other  causes,  by  debilitating  the  energy 
of  the  stomach,  thereby  diminish  the  energy  of  the  liver, 
and  aggravate  the  irregul.nr  actions  alr6ady  existing  in 
tiiatviscus. 

<30NCLUSI0N. 

Such  are  the  observations  I  had  to  make,  on  the  dis- 
eases of  the  liven,  and  on  the  evils  which  resitilt  from  tht; 
indiscriminate  use  of  mercury  in  their  trcatm-ent--^it 
further  remains  to  inquire  in  what  particular  .morbid. (|on- 
ditionsof  this  organ,  it  may  be  b.eneficiaily  administered— 
if  the  affection  be  syphilitic,  the  propriety  ot  its  u^e 
cannot  be  questioned — but,  in  what  other  cases  it  $hou Id 
f>c  exhibited,  is  a  matter  not  so  caaly  (^etermined 
•;[)cuk  from  my  own  experience,  mercury  promises  to  be 
most  useful,  wlierc  thoro  is  a  loss  of  tone  and  energy  iu 

the 
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liiic  .secretory  and  absorbent  vessels  of  the  liver,  inde- 
pendent of  any  scrofulous  taint, -and  unaccompanied  by 
tuHercles,  or  any  disorganization  of  its^Ubstance— under 
-these  circumstances,  ivhether  it  be  hardened-^hether 
it  be  enlarged  or  diminished  in  bulk,  mercury  may  be 
given  with  safety  and  advantage— exhibited  in  small 
quantity  and  long  continued,  it  acts  as  a  diffusive  stimulus 
to  the  entire  sanguiferous  and  lymphatic  systems,  and 
the  secretory  and  absorbent  vessels  of  the  liver  are  thus  ex- 
cited and  restored  to  their  wonted  healthy  actions— thougli 
this  be  admitted,  sull  it  may  be  asked,-is  the  practitioner 
warranted  in  giving  so  activea  remedy,  without  ai  previous 
rtirial  of  the  more  safe,  and  perhaps,  equally  ef^pacious 
ones  already  enumerated  ? 

I  now  close  what.I  hadto  offer— my  chief  objects  were, 
to  check  the  indiscriminate  use  of  mercury,  in  diseases  of 
the  liver^and  to  give  some  account  of  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  the  scrofulo-schirrus  or  consumption  of  this 

..organ. 

If  the  opinions  which  f^ia^Je  advanced  be 
truth,  they  must,  from  the  importa.ice  of  the  subject,  be 
deserving  of  attention-aad  even  wher^  erroneous,  the 
investiga^on  which  leads  to' tbe  detection  of  thc^  cito.-, 
will  be  attended  with  advantage. 


